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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


"KUNA' CITES PLO OFFICIALS’ ‘AL-RAYAH' INTERVIEW 
LD260944 Kuwait KUNA in Arabic 0835 GMT 26 Sep 81 


[Excerpts] Doha, 26 Sep (KUNA)--A senior official of the Fatah Fedayeen move- 
ment was quoted here today as saying that there were some points in the Middle 
East peace plan proposed by the Saudi crown prince and prime minister [title 
as heard] Amir Fahd Ibn ‘Abd al-Aziz, which are not in line with the PLO's 
political program. Salah Khalaf, member of the movement's Central Committee, 
said in an interview with AL-RAYAH that the Saudi project needs to be studied 
and that although this project contains some acceptable points, there are some 
which are not in line with the PLO's political program. 


Salah Khalaf did not mention these points, but it appears that one of the 
points concerns Amir Fahd's call for the recognition of the right of all states 
in the Middle East region to live in peace within secure borders, a matter 
which the Palestinian resistance does not recognize because this would mean the 
perpetuation of the Israeli presence--something which the resistance has so 

far refused to recognize. 


Officially, the PLO has so far not declared its attitude vis-a-vis the Saudi 
proposals which were announced last month by Amir Fahd. Salah Khalaf, who is 
regarded as a hardliner inside the Fatah Central Committee, said that the Saudi 
initiative needs frank discussion with officials in Riyadh to ensure that it is 
not a mere press statement by Amir Fahd. 


Salah Khalaf described the Soviet Union's proposal to convene an international 
conference on peace in the Middle East as a general proposal. He said that 
there is no European initiative that would establish peace in the region. 


Salah Khalaf pointed out that there are differences in relations between Syria 

and the Palestinian resistance. He added that the most important points of 

difference are the presence in Damascus of Palestinian leader Sabri al-Banna 

alias Abu Nidal, who split from Fatah some years ago, and Syria's approval of 

the Arab followup committee's resolutions on Lebanon with regard to prohibiting 

arms destined for the Palestinian Fedayeen from entering Lebanon. However, 

Salah Khalaf described these differences as impurities and attributed them to 

the lack of frankness in facing problems. He said that the Syrians and the 

resistance agree that they should be in one trench to confront the United States’ plans. 


The Palestinian official accused Sabri al-Banna of being a great help to Zionists 

in masking their operations. The PLO has accused al-Banna, on whom a death 

sentence has been passed in absentia, of organizing several assassination operations 
against PLO officials abroad and of carrying out operations that aim at mis- 
representing the Palestinian struggle to Europe. 


CSO: 4404/57 











INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


"VOP' CARRIES FILASTIN 'AL-THAWRAH' EDITORIAL 
JNO41921 (Clandestine) Voice of Palestine in Arabic 1730 GMT 4 Oct 81 
[Filastin AL-THAWRAH 4 October editorial: "Not an Accusation"] 


[Excerpts] The Phalangists are making pronouncements and issuing statements 
denying responsibility for the devastating explosion in the Arab University 
area. The army's Deuxieme Bureau [Lebanese Military Intelligence] considers 
the accusation leveled against it to be an emotional reaction resulting from 
the inability to exercise self-restraint in critical moments. The amirs of 
the al-Jumayyil clan are making statements on the disorderly security situation 
in the western region [of Beirut], holding the revolution, the [Lebanese 
nationalist] movement and the Syrian deterrent forces responsible for this 
disorder. All these believe that the solution lies in the restoration of the 
state and legitimacy. The aforementioned speakers make out to the public in 
the western region that the state rules in the eastern region and not his 
highness Amir Bashir who visited Washington and was received by Richard Allen, 
who did r.ot bother to ask himself whether Amir Bashir was speaking on behalf 
of his emirate or in the name of legitimacy. 


The starting point is that there is no state or army in the eastern region. 
All there is to it is that this amir Bashir imposes his control over the 
region by armed forces and the state apparatus is subject to his control. 

It is the state alone which is responsible for its absence in the eastern 
region. If the state has a rerugnized army, it is the Arab deterrent forces, 
which are totally absent from the dominions of Amir Bashir. 


The officers of the army of legitimacy make two vows of alle,iance, once to 
the legitimacy of President Sarkis and once secretly to Amir Bashir. Any 
officer who does not join Bashir's organization is killed. Senior officers 
who have refused to join have been discharged and some have been liquidated. 
This is how Amir Bashir tightens his grip over the army. 


If there is a lapse in security, and it does exist, naturally, it is due to the 
wrong-headed illusions we have regarding the Lebanese front's love for Lebanon 
and Amir Bashir's love for Lebanon. It is through this door that the car bombs, 
agents and poisonous information enter to reap the fruit of the bombings in 
Beirut. 





Concluding its editorial, Filastin AL~THAWRAH says: The nationalist movement 
and the resistance do not need more checkpoints but more political clarity. 
Despite their temporary necessity, checkpoints can be restricted to four or 
five if we base ourselves on the shouldering of full national responsibility 
instead of vacillating between the evil of partition and that of illusions 
regarding legitimacy. We believe that overcoming this vacillation, which has 
been continuing for 3 years, robs Bashir al-Jumayyil and his front of this 


slogan which he keeps raising against the nationalist movement while trampling 
it down in the eastern region. 








CSO: 4404/57 

















INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


INTER-—PALEST INIAN DIFFERENCES--Well-informed Arab sources in Beirut say that 
sharp differences arose yesterday during a meeting of the higher military 
council of the terrorist organizations held in Beirut. The sources add that 
Salah Khalaf, alias Abu lyad, asked ‘Arafat during the meeting to make a 
statement rejecting the principles of the Saudi project to settle the Middle 
East crisis. Khalaf's demand was supported by the representatives of two 
terrorist fronts, namely, the front of George Habash and that of Nayif Hawatimah 
[PFLP and DFLP respectively]. Observers in Beirut say that there is another 
cause for the differences between ‘Arafat and Salah Khalaf pertaining to personal 
rivalry between them due to Abu 'Iyad's background of ideological allegiance 

to Damascus. Recently, Damascus assailed Prince Fahd's project for a Middle 
East settlement and rejected this project categorically and collectively. 
Damascus also opposed the move to submit the project before the Arab summit 
conference which will be held in Fez, Morocco, in 1 month. ‘Arafat considered 
this project as a good basis for settling the crisis in the region and said that 
his organization's stand on this project would be announced during the forth- 
coming Arab summit. [Text] [JN191730 Jerusalem Radio in Arabic to the Arab 
world 1530 GMT 19 Oct 81] 


CSO: 4404/57 








AFGHANISTAN 





KARMAL DELIVERS SPEECH ON FOOD DAY 
LD180942 Kabul Domestic Service in Dari 1600 GMT 16 Oct 81 
[Excerpts] Dear friends and compatriots. 


I have the pleasure of saying a few words on the first commemoration of internation- 
al food day--which is actively marked by most of the world's countries-—-to the noble 
people of our beloved country and all the people of the world. 


I heartily celebrate the commemoration of this auspicious and humane day with all 

of our dear compatriots and all the people of the world with hope for the production 
of sufficient and varied food for every member of humanity—who has a natural and 
basic right to live--and for the complete elimination of famine, starvation, poverty 
and malnutrition in the world. 


I have a firm belief that until every persor, that is every human being in the 
world, is out of the danger of hunger, famine, malnutrition and poverty, human so- 
cieties will never have complete economic independence. Unfortunately, under the 
present world situation every year more than $500 billion is spent on the arms race 
while poverty, hunger, malnutrition have not been eliminated from our planet. This 
is cause for many regrets. According to the estimate of the International Agency of 
Food and Agriculture the elimination of this problem in the world is feasible by 
spending $135 billion within a 20-year period, that is, until the year 2000. At 
first glance this figure appears immense. However, if it is compared with the yearly 
expenditure on the arms race, then the sum of $135 billion over 20 years for the 
complete elimination of hunger and famine is trivial. 


Here is an important question on the history of this issue: What are the reasons 
and causes for this poverty and shortage of food for the people of our planet at a 
time when humans travel in outer space? The answer is jword indistinct] clear. 

The causes and reasons for this are the long centuries »f colonization by the 
imperialists of the world, who savagely cxploited the developing countries of Asia, 
Africa and Latin America and kept them backward, and who have now taken the unholy 
position of being antipeace, antidetente, antifreedom and independnece, antijustice 
and who are opposed to the creation of a new economic system and social progress. 
On the command of the truth of history, these imperialists should restore the dan- 
age done in this area. 











Compatriots, if the imperialist and reactionary forces, headed by U.S. imperialism, 
forget the thought of exploitation and colonization of the world and end the arms 
race and warmongering provocations, and make use of the vast resources--that can be 
saved in this field--for the progress of agriculture and the production of suffi- 
cient and varied food for each individual in the world and accept the new and pro- 
gressivt economic system of developing countries in the world, not only will hunger, 
famine and poverty be eliminated, but the maiority of other problems of humanity 
will be eliminated from the world. In addition, the present disturbed world of ours 
will be transformed into a world of peace, sincerity and human prosperity. 


However, regrettably. at the present time the majority of developing countries are 
facing a severe shortage of food. They import food for their oppressed people from 
other countries under unbearable conditions. Every month and every year that goes 
by their weak economic situations are getting more severe and eventually becomes 

a cause for their losing their economic independence. 


Our beloved country and our noble people for a long period faced the shortages of 
food and malnutrition which was due to the colonialist and exploiting policy of the 
world of imperialism and internal reaction. Under normal conditions each year about 
150-200,000 tons of wheat; 30,000 tons of rice; 25,000 tons of vegetable oil; 80,000 
tons of sugar and thousands of tons of dairy products such as milk and protein sub- 
stances, in return for immense foreign currency, were imported to our country; of 
course, if immediate attention is not paid to it, soon these figures will get larger 
and eventually its control will be out of our economic ability. Hence, as other 
developing countries, our people, our party, and our government have an immense 
obligation to remove, first of all, as soon as possible the shortage of foodstuffs 
and actively support the new system of agriculture in the framework of the new 
international economic system, so that our noble people and other persecuted pecple 
of the world are saved permanently from hunger, malnutrition and poverty. 


At this time, when international food day is commemorated, our duty is heavier and 
full of responsibility in the field of further production of foodstuffs to (?remedy) 
the annual shortage of food and elimination of hunger and malnutrition in the 
country. 


The ministries of agriculture and water and power; peasants; farmers; cattle breed- 
ers in the country and other organs who are engaged in production, supply, storage 
and distribution of food, have “serious obligation to remove this shortage of food 
within the coming 5 years, not only from the country, but to increase the production 
to the limit so that precautionary storage of foodstuffs is created and thus the 
probable danger of drought and famine in the country is effectively prevented. 


In attainingthis high human objective, no efforts should be spared. The party and 
our revolutionary government will provide all the assistance and financial coopera- 
tion, technical and possible financial aid, to peasants and cattle breeders. 


Comrades and friends, allow me to thank friendly and sincerely the International 
Food and Agriculture Agency, which took an active part in the agricultural and live- 
stock projects of our country and made and is giving disinterested assistance on be- 
half of our noble people, the PDPA and the Government of the DRA. 

















As an active and reliable member of the United Nations and the International Food and 
Agriculture Agency, we deeply support all benevolent and humanitarian activities 


of the International Food and Agriculture Agency and we express our full solidar- 
ity with them. 


Similarly we confirm the practical establishment of international precautionary food 
reserves on the national and regional level, on the basis of the decision of the 
international food conference--with the cooperation of menber countries. 


CSO: 4665/5 

















BAHRAIN 


FUTURE OF EGYPT DISCUSSED 
GF101108 Manama GULF MIRROR in English 10-16 Oct 81 p 6 
[Editorial: “Egypt's Chance to Chart a New Course"] 


[Text] It is too early to assess the repercussions, internally and externally, 
from President al-Sadat's assassination. 


The likely new president, Mr Mubarak, has already reaffirmed his commitment to 


the late president's policies, which was predictable in the aftermath of the 
shootings. 


In crisis situations--and Egypt has them inside and outside--any new leader will 
avoid dramatic policy changes until he has wet his feet and established his 
base. He will also want to ensure next April's final phase of the handover 

of Israeli-occupied Egyptian territory. 


Assuming he gets through this crisis--which is by no means sure, judging by the 
continuing demonstrations of dissent within--the new president will be under 
renewed pressure from his Arab neighbors to abandon the divisive and ultimately 
destructive path his predecessor took to the cost of the Arab world in general 
and to Egypt itself. 


If al-Sadat's intentions were sincere, his judgment was massively at fault. He 
was monumentally misguided by the United States whose influence bewitched him. 


The hope that once al-Sadat led, the others would follow was seen by all but 
al-Sadat as an invitation to surrender to Zionist aggrandizement. 


It was politics at its most simplistic and, for al-Sadat, an impossible contra- 
diction to sustain. 


His death, inappropriate as it was by all human values, leaves open the way for 


a radical change of heart and mind by the new leadership if Egypt is not to become 
irreversibly isolated overseas and wracked with dissent at home. 


cso: 4400/25 

















BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION ON MUHAMMAD HUSNI MUBARAK 
Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 8 Oct 81 p 5 


[Text] Muhammad Husni Mubarak was born 4 May 1928 in the village of Kafr al- 
Musaylihah in Shibin al-Kum [al-Minufiyah Governorate]. His father was an employee 
of limited income. He received his elementary and secondary education in the 
schools of Shibin al-Kum. On 1 February 1949 he was graduated from the War Col- 
lege. 


In March 1950, Husni Mubarak entered the Air College where he received the bac- 
calaureate in aviation. In the same year he served in fighter aircraft forma- 
tions. He piloted the British Spitfire and the Italian Fiat and Machi. He was a 
second lieutenant [at that time] and spent 2 years at al-‘Arish Airfield. In 1952, 
he was appointed to teach at the Air College and continued in that job until 1959. 
During that period he saw 11 groups of pilots graduated from the college. 


Husni, who counts as one of the outstanding officers in the heavy bomber command 
where he piloted the Ilyushin 28 bomber, trained more than once in the Soviet 
Union on light and heavy long-range bombers and took advanced studies there at the 
Frunze Academy. 


In mid-1961, Husni Mubarak piloted the TU-16 heavy bomber. In 1968 he took over 
command of the Air College. In 1968, he was selected as Chief-of-Staff of the Air 
Force and continued in that position until June 1972. In 1972, Mubarak was ap- 
pointed commander of the air force and, in the same year, was appointed air force 
commander and deputy to the minister of war [as given]. 


He exerted great effort in the Egyptian pilot's mastery of the Mirage and MIG-23 
aircraft. He also participated in the planning, training and preparations for 
the 1973 war. After the war he was promoted to the rank of lieutenant general 
{[fariq] in appreciation for his services in this war. Then he received the Mili- 
tary Star of Honor and the Star of Sinai. President Sadat awarded Mubarak the 
Collar of the Republic in 1975. In the same year he became vice-president. He 
was also chairman of the committee charged with writing the official history of 
the 1973 war. 


Life has taught him that truth is the shortest path to man's happiness. 


Husni married from the Governorate of al-Minya and has two sons, Jamal and ‘Ala’. 























He is distinguished by a number of characteristics, including a strong personality, 
an orderly and lucid mind and self-sacrifice in work. He represents the new 
generation; he is one of the heroes of the October War in which he played an ac- 
tive role. It is exemplified in [his] building the airforce and preparing it for 
battle prior to the October War. His skill in the [air force] leadership was a 
cause for the success of the force in carrying out its mission from the first 
minute of the war in full confidence and bravery. 


Husni Mubarak believes there is a mutual approach to military work and political 
work. Complete discipline is a foundation. Military leadership is a science and 
an art. Consultation, familiarization with and the study of other views leads to 
conviction in a matter. 


Husni Mubarak believes that democracy is the biggest thing in the life and devel- 
opment of the people. On the basis of this, leadership of the people is an ex- 
pression of the [will of the] people [even] before becoming an established fact. 
By it [i.e., democracy], the people are the only center of power [influencing] the 
pattern, conduct and exercise [of leadership] in all situations. Likewise, he 
believes that democracy is the application and fruit of freedom which is the 
foundation. It [i.e., democracy] is the means of combatting corruption and devi- 
ation. 


Husni Mubarak's preferences in sports are [field] hockey and squash. His hobby 
is reading Egyptian history. 


Since 1975, Husni Mubarak has been sent on numerous missions, as follows: 


--Since 1975, he conducted a mediation mission in the dispute between Morocco, 
Algeria and Mauritania on the future of the Sahara. He represented Egypt in the 
OAU discussions on Angola. 


--He took a number of visits to Arab, African and world countries to explain 
Egypt's position in the Arab-Israeli dispute, the Camp David Agreement and the 
peace accords. 


--In 1979 he assumed the position of vice-president of the National Democratic 
Party. 


--Husni Mubarak participated in contacts and talks between Egypt and various 
states of the world in which he made many trips and visits abroad. 


--January, 1976: He visited Algeria and Mauritania. 

--3 February 1976: He began a trip during which he visited Morocco and Algeria. 
--16 November 1976: He visited*¢he Sudan and Iran. 

--17 April 1977: Husni Mubarak arrivea in Kuwait, coming from Jiddah on a day's 


visit as part of a trip which included Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Syria, Iraq, 
the Sultanate of Oman, the United Arab Emirates, Qatar and Bahrain. 
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--15 September 1977: Husni Mubarak began an African trip during which he visited 
Tanzania, Mozambique, Zambia, Somalia, Djibouti, Chad and the Sudan. 


--2 September 1977: Husni Mubarak visited Kenya. 
--l December 1977: He began a visit to France and Morocco. 


--24 September 1977: Husni Mubarak began a trip during which he visited the 
Sudan, Chad, Uganda and Somalia. 


--In October 1977 he took an Arab trip during which he visited Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain, the UAE and also Iran. 


--28 January 1978: Husni Mubarak visited Saudi Arabia, Qatar, North and South 
Yemen, the Sultanate of Oman, the UAE, Kuwait, Bahrain, Jordan and Iran. 


--26 April 1978: He took an African trip during which he visited Central Africa, 
Chad and the Sudan. 


--15 May 1978: He visited the Sudan and Jordan. 


--29 July 1978: Husni Mubarak visited Iran and delivered to the Shah a message 
from President Sadat on the latest developments in the Middle East problem and 
the results of President Sadat's talks in Vienna, Salzburg and the tri-partite 
conference in London. 


--12 October 1978: Husni Mubarak visited Tehran as part of a trip during which 
he visited a number of European capitals. 


--November 1978: A 5-day trip during which he visited the United States and Spain. 
--13 November 1978: Husni Mubarak visited People's China. 


--28 October 1978: Husni Mubarak began a trip in which he visited France, Eng- 
land, West Germany, Iran, Yugoslavia, Romania, Austria and Turkey. 


--[Date and few words omitted] he visited the Sudan and the Sultanate of Oman. 


--In 1979, Husni Mubarak undertook numerous trips during which he visited many 
countries of the world. During March of that year he visited the Sudan, Saudi 
Arabia and Yugoslavia. That same month he visited France, Italy, Great Britain, 
Yugoslavia, West Germany, Austria and Romania. 


--19 March 1979: Husni Mubarak visited Great Britain where he had talks with the 
then Prime Minister Callaghan on the Egyptian-Israeli peace accords. 


--June, 1979: Husni Mubarak visited the United States and France. 


--14 June 1979: Husni Mubarak visited Great Britain where he had talks with Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher and delivered to her a letter from President Sadat. 
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--28 December 1979: Husni Mubarak began a trip in which he visited the Sultanate 
of Oman, Korea, China, the United States and West Germany. 


--29 April 1980: Husni visited Nigeria and attended the international economic 
conference. 


--May 1980: Husni Mubarak visited the United States, West Germany and Great 
Britain. 


--27 May 1980: He visited Great Britain and had talks with Prime Minister Thatcher 
and Foreign Minister Carrington. 


--16 August 1°80: Husni Mubarak began a trip in which he visited West Germany, 
France, England, Romania, Italy, Austria and the Vatican. 


--l1 September 1980: Husni Mubarak took a 4-day trip to Great Britain in response 
to an invitation from the government of Great Britain. 


--14 October 1980: Husni Mubarak made a 5-day trip to the United States. 


--In November, 1980, Husni Mubarak made another visit to the United States which 
lasted 6 days. 


--8 June 1981: Husni Mubarak visited France. 


--27 June 1981: Husni Mubarak visited Kenya to attend the African summit confer- 
ence. 


The latest trip by Husni Mubarak was to the United States at the end of this past 
September. During it he had talks with President Reagan and Secretary of State 
Alexander Haig. 
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EGYPT 


SUZANNE MUBARAK ACTIVE IN SOCIAL WORK 

Cairo AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 9 Oct 81 p 5 

[Text] Her desire is a meal and a cup of milk for schoolchildren. 

She does not occupy herself with her private life only. Her interests are divided 
between her husband's many and continuous duties and her children ‘Ala’ and Jamal 
and public work. 

She has provided a new model for social work in her small community in al-Minya 
governorate, in the working class Bulaq quarter and in the Misr al-Jadidah quarter 
which is comprised of middle class groups. Her whole desire is to be able to pro- 


vide a meal and a cup of milk to schoolchildren in the poor quarters. 


She was born in the village of Matay in al-Minya governorate. Her father is 
Doctor of Medicine Salih Thabit and she has one brother. 


She married Husni Mubarak after she received her General Secondary (certificate) 
from the English school in Misr al-Jadidah. 


She devoted herself to her married life and returned to her studies after she had 
her children ‘Ala' and Jamal. 


She enrolled in the Social Studies division of the American University and pre- 
pared a number of field studies which dealt with citizens’ daily problems. 


She chose the poor quarters of Cairo for her studies. 


She also prepared another study on family planning in the villages and chose for 
that her village of Matay in al-Minya governorate. 


She prepared her senior thesis at the American University on the home conditions 
of the children of Bulag and the social services which it is possible to offer 


them. She was given a grade of "excellent" for the study. 


She translated her theoretical studies into practical measures by establishing a 
full services organization in Bulaq. 
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The organization offers educational services for students and educational and 
nutritional services to schoolchildren. 


Extending services to the poor quarters, Suzanne Mubarak founded a model nursery 
in al-Zawiyah al-Hamra' and a full services office for schoolchildren. 


Suzanne Mubarak also heads an organization for cleanliness and services for Misr 
al-Jadidah quarter, in which the governor of Cairo and the head of the quarter 
participate. 


Suzanne is inclined to simplicity in everything, and green is her favorite color. 
She is a member of the Sporting Club and prefers swimming. 


Her sons ‘Ala' and Jamal prefer squash and flying instruction. 
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IRAN 


PRIME MINISTER PRESENTS 1982 BUDGET 
LD221324 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1030 GMT 22 Oct 81 


[Text] According to a report by the Central News Unit, the text of the budget cir- 
cular for the year starting on 21 March 1982 has been conveyed to all ministries, 
government departments, government-owned companies, profit-making institutions 
affiliated with the government and revolutionary organizations by Prime Minister 
Mahdavi-Kani. Government departments and revolutionary organizations are dutybound 
to prepare their programs and projects within 1 month in accordance with this cir- 
cular and by remembering the general and regional policies and priorities of the 
circular and to send their programs and projects together with their proposed de- 
velopment plans and current budgets to the plans and budget organization to be 
reviewed. 





In the 1982 budget attention has been paid to the continuation of the national policy 
to economize in all fields, the deployment of national resources for investments in 
productive, quick-yielding and non-dependent projects which are dependent upon 
domestic technology and human resources and which have limited foreign exchange 
needs; attaching importance and priority to the resettlement program of war refu- 
gees to the liberated regions or regions which will be recaptured; the reconstruc- 
tion of productive units and areas which have been damaged during the war; refrain- 
ing from investment in projects which are inappropriate with the economic condi- 
tions of the country; a more just distribution of investments and capital among 
various regions anddifferent social groups in favor of deprived regions and groups; 
endeavouring to increase the non-cash [as heard] incomes through the expansion or 
growth of domestic fiscal resources, such as taxes; increasing the export of car- 
pets, dried fruit and handicraft and preventing the waste of labor resources and 
other measures which favor the low income and deprived classes. 
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IRAN 


REPORT ON FIGHTING IN ABADAN 
London 8 DAYS in English No 41, 17 Oct 81 pp 10, 11, 56 


[Article by Philip Marfleet] 





[Text ] PHILIP MARFLEET reports on the 
Iranian army's ‘human wall’ assault 
on Abadan, the Iraqi counter- 
offensive, and the welter of claims, 
counterclaims, sporadic air raids 
and attempts at destabilisation that 
followed the two days of fighting. 
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iranian losses during Operation 
Thamen al Aemmah were reported as 
heavy: arrow shows point of attack 
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IRAN employed a human wall of troops in 
its assault on the town of Abadan on 27 
September, say observers of the Gulf war 
Arab sources report that 3,000 Iranian sol- 
diers were killed. during two days of feroci- 
ous fighting 

For Iran. the assault produced ‘our great- 
est victory’ — the capture of Abadan after 
its twelve months in Iraqi hands. But Bagh- 
dad has clammed that the Iraqi counter 
offensive resulted in the death of 2,700 Ira- 
nians. An Iraqi military spokesman stated: 
‘Iragi forees mowed down the human 
hordes thrown in by the enemy. In London 
the Arabu-language newspaper Al Arab 
said ‘extremely rehable Iraman sources 
had confirmed that some 3,000 Iraman sol- 
diers were indeed killed in the fighting 

Such casualty figures exceed all those 
hitherto claimed during the war. Even if 


claims have been inflated, it seems that 
recent fighting was of an intensity which 
recalls the trench warfare in Europe during 
the first world war. 

Observers of the Gulf war have been puz- 
zled by Iran's ability to mount such a force- 
ful assault. They point out that disruption of 
the country’s economic and political life has 
reached a drastic level, and that Iran's tradi- 
tional western supphers have refused to 
make further shipments of arms. While it is 
now clear that Iran has received substantial 
quantities of spares from Israel, and light 
arms of Russian manufacture from a 
number of sources, the key to its victory at 
Abadan may well he in the intensity of an 
assault based on the country’s most plenti- 
ful resource — manpower. 

In official statements Iraq has admitted 
that its units have retreated to the west bank 
of the Karun River, leaving Abadan to the 
Iranians, while in Tehran Iranian military 
chiefs described the operation as ‘the most 
successful classic battle since the second 
world war.” Ayatollah Khomeini sent a 
message to the forces in Khuzestan con- 
gratulating them on ‘this great victory’ and 
Tehran Radio called on all Iranians to cele- 
brate in what has become the traditional 
manner, by climbing to their rooftops to 
shout “God 1s Great 

Iran claims that Iraqi divisions have been 
driven out of all areas east of the Karun 
River along a 60-kilometre line from Dar- 
koveynin the north to Abadan, and Ahwaz, 
io the north, had been reopened, said 
Tehran Radio “Now the way is open to 
retake Khorramshahr, claimed the broad- 
cast 

Operation’ Thamen al Acmmeh . named 


after the eighth Shiite Imam. was said by the 
Iranians to have resulted in the death of 600 
Iraqi soldiers, and the capture of a further 
3,099. In addition Iran claims to have 
‘routed’ Iraq's 10th Armoured Brigade. 
and ‘smashed the 44th Infantry and 6th and 
8th Armoured Brigades. 

In Baghdad an Iraqi spokesman 
described Tehran's claims as ‘hes and 
imagination’. He explained the change in 
military dispositions as having been a 
‘strategic decision’. Iraqi troops had 
remained east of the Karun for a year. ux 
said. despite repeated Iranian attacks. This 
had been ‘in accordance with the general 
plan’. The Iraqi general command had now 
decided, said Baghdad. that it was necessary 
to ‘transfer units from cast to west across 
the Karun. This was a response to Iranian 
attacks on Iraqi bridees across the river. 


Baghdad insisted that the Iraqi army was 
capable of returning ‘to any spot if its pres- 
ence became necessary. 

An Iraqi in London said that the ‘trans- 
fer had been made in order better to safe- 
guard Iraqi territory. ‘If we need to reoc- 
cupy any areas of strategic value. we will 
rctake them immediately, he said. 

Iran has claimed that thousands of cap- 
tured Iraqi troops have been transported to 
the rear of the battlefield area, and then on 
to holding camps in major cities, with espe- 
cially large numbers sent to Tehran. Here, 
London spokesman Hashmi told 8 Days: 
‘We discuss with them and tell them the 
truth about the war. Many Iraqi prisoners 
of war, he said, had joined the Iranian 
forces Those who refused to do so would be 
held until they were exchanged for captured 
lramians, an arrangement organised by the 
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Red Cross 

In London an Iranian spokesman stated 
that the success of the Thamen al Aem- 
meh operation has resulted in the destruc- 
tion of all but one of the Tragi-controlled 
bridges over the Karun. The remaining 
crossing was already being utilised by Ira- 
nvan forces to mount a series of raids into 
the Iraqi-held area. he said. 

Following the Abadan offensive, Iranian 
planes carried out a series of raids. On 2 
October, Tehran Radio claimed, four 
Strategically important power stations in 
Iraq were seriously damaged. The targets 
were identified as the Dukan Dam station in 
northern Iraq, two stations in the southern 
Umm al Qasr region, and another northeast 
of Kirkuk. Iraq, however, flatly denied that 
any such raids had taken place. 

On the same day three planes attacked a 
crude-oil gathering centre in the north of 
Kuwait. Iran denied any involvement in the 
raid, and blamed Iraq. But Kuwaiti minister 
of state for cabinet affairs, Abdelaziz Hus- 
sein, described the raid as ‘a new link in a 
chain of acts of aggression against Kuwaiti 
airspace and targets by the Iranian air 
force. 

Diplomats in the Gulf described the 
response as ‘moderate, with Kuwait mak- 
ing only token public protests, although 
going through the motions by withdrawing 
its ambassador. to Tehran, and summoning 
the Iranian ambassador in Kuwait to 
receive a protest note. The Kuwaiti asser- 
tion that Iran was responsible for the raid 
followed statements, believed by Kuwaiti 
sources to have emanated from Washing- 
ton, that American Awacs carly-warning 
aircraft over Saudi Arabia tracked the three 
planes from Iran 

Kuwait received messages of support 
from a wide range of Arab and African 
countries — including Syria. a supporter of 
Iran during the Gulf hostilities. Additional 
support came from Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, 
Qatar, Morocco, Tunisia and Sudan. 

Diplomatic sources in the Gulf have sug- 
gested that the raid was mounted by Iran as 
a ‘warning to Kuwait that its support for 
Irag must cease. Though not formally 
associated with the Iraqi war effort, Kuwait 
has channelled large quantities of supphies 
across its common border with Iraq, which 
is reported to have asked Arab states for 
some $14bn in aid to assist an cconomy 
which has suffered more deeply than Bagh- 
dad had expected from the prolonged con- 
flict. Kuwait has contributed $4bn as its 
share of the loan package 

From Baghdad, Deputy Prime Minister 
Taha Yassin Ramadan said that the agegres- 
sion refuted lramian claims to be ‘alhes of 
the Arab nation’. He warned against any 
threat to’ Arab national mghts anywhere in 
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the greater Arab homeland” Meanwhile 
another report from Baghdad claimed Iraqi 
aircraft had inflicted damage on important 
oil installations in Iran, including the vital 
Kharg Island outlet, and pipclines northeast 
of Abadan. Such installations are of vital 
importance to Iran. whose oil exports have 
already slipped to an estimated 500,000 
barrels a day. The bulk of their oil sites had 
already been severely damaged carly in the 
war with Iraq. 

If such reports are confirmed, they sug- 
gest that the Iranian cconomy will be thrust 
into fresh difficulties. An observer in 
Tehran commented: ‘If they have got 
Kharg, we are in very scrious trouble. 

Concluding a week of claims and 
counterclaims, Baghdad accused Syria of 
allowing Iranian aircraft to use its airports 
2s a springboard for attacks on targets in 
Iraq. Information Minister Latif Nassif al 
Jassem said that the presence of iranian 
planes in Syria was part of a ‘special coordi- 
nation’ between Syria and Iran. Syria 
responded by denying the ‘hysterical alleg- 
ations as the product of ‘unsound minds’. 

It appears that Iraq 1s also pursuing less 
orthodox methods in Iran than those in use 
at the front. Baghdad Radio has announced 
the formation of an “Arab Front for the 
Liberation of Ahwaz’. Ashwaz is a strategic 
centre of the oil industry in Khuzestan. and 
is still in Iranian hands. The Iraqi statement 
claimed that ‘eleven Ahwaz strugglers’ will 
lead the Front. which will continue to organ- 
ise ‘the armed struggle for the total libera- 
tion of usurped Ahwaz.” In London an offi- 
cial Iranian spokesman told & Days that 
Iran did not deny the presence of what he 
calied ‘enemy groups in Ahwaz and other 
Iranian citics. Such groups. he said, ‘appear 
for a few minutes to commit their crimes, 
but he maintained there was no continuous 
fighting in Ahwaz or clsewhere behind the 
front line. He attributed attacks in Ahwaz 
and the repeated assassination attempts on 
leading members of the ruling IRP to the 
Same “malicious enemy . Insisting that the 
Iranian opposition group the Mujaheddin 
were incapable of carrying out the assassi- 
nations without help, he said that they had 
been traincd and assisted “by Iraq and 
Isracl . 

At a press conference in Baghdad the 
Ahwaz Liberation Front described the Per- 
sian and 7ionist regimes as ‘two sides of the 
same coin’. If chammed the the cxstence of 
camps and bases in Iran trom which the 
Front would fight for ‘a progressive and 
patriotic Arab society in Ahwaz, 

Superficially. these has been bittle disrup- 
tion of commercial lite m Baghdad The 
Baghdad Fair has progressed as usual. with 
large numbers attcnding. Among them was 
British trade sceretary John Biften. 
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HOJATOLESLAM ALI KHAMENEI ELECTED NEW PRESIDENT 


London 8 DAYS in English No 41, 17 Oct 81 pp 14, 15 


{Article by Philip Marfleet] 


[Text ] 





lran’s newly elected president, 
Hojatoleslam Ali Khamenei, was 
welcomed by the Soviet-run radio 
Station National Voice of Iran as an 
‘urreconcilable and stubborn 
Struggler against world-devouring 
US imperialism.’ Here PHILIP 
MAREFLEET lists the financial pres- 
sures behind Iran's trading links 
with Eastern bloc states. 





WITH THE election of Hojatoleslam Ali 
Khamenei, Iran now has its third president 
within four months. Khamenci ts regarded 
as a hard-line fundamentalist and a poten- 
tial successor to Ayatollah Khomeini. 

Khamenets performance over the com- 
ing weeks wall be of great mterest to interna- 
tional observers. im particular those who 
have suggested that his well-organised ele- 
vation to the presidency comendes with a 
shift in lramian foreign policy towards 
Moscow. 

Shortly before his ousting from office ear- 
lier this vear. ca-President Bani Sadr said: 
“The Russians don't stand a chance in Iran. 
Now. only five months later, western news- 
papers. lke the Herald Tribunc. are arguing 
that the ruling mullahs are moving ‘toward 
increasing alignment with Soviet bloc coun- 
Irics 

Certamly Moscow has gnen Khamenei 
the warmest cndorscment. The Russian- 
run National Voice of Iran Radio, broad- 
casting in Farsi across the Sovict Union 
border from Baku. in the Caucasus moun- 
tums. recommended Khamene: as ‘an 
urcconcilable and stubborn struggler 
against world-devourmg US imperialism 
and as committed to the rev olution’s popu- 


lar and anti-imperialist line’. 

Since the fall of the Shah, the Soviet 
Union has taken great care to react posi- 
tively to all changes in government and the 
succession of differing politicians brought 
to prominence in Tchran. But as the present 
government slides deeper and deeper into 
difficulties, Moscow's concern has been 
expressed more and more fully. 

In response to the call by the opposition 
Mujaheddin group that the presidential 
election should- be boycotted, National 
Voice of Iran urged that ‘the heroic and 
mojahed nation . . . participate directly m 
it, TheMujaheddin — described as ‘agents 
and hirelings of world-devouring America’ 
— were condemned for attempting to pro- 
mote the ‘treacherous and criminal aim’ of 
disrupting the election. 

But enthusiasm for the present govern- 
ment and for Khamenei may not mean that 
the new president is Moscow's man. Rather. 
the Soviet Union may believe that the time 
is tight to endorse more emphatically a 
regime which has already felt compelled to 
turn north towards Moscow. Today denun- 
ciations of the Eastern bloc as ‘godless’ or 
‘totalitarian’ are infrequently heard from 
Tehran and Iran is devcloping a much closer 
trading relationship with the Soviet Umon 
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and its allies. In the first sin months of 1981 
gouds centering Iran through the Soviet 
Union amounted to more than 20 per cent 
of total imports, valued at $1. 4bn. Over the 
same penod the value of imports through 
Iran's four Caspian ports increased by 84 
per cent 

In August. the undersecretary for 
economic affairs at the foreign ministry in 
Tehran. Ahmed Azizi, said that Iran 
favoured economic ties with the Eastern 
bloc states because they were ‘rational and 
reasonable’ 

It is not that Iran's government prefers 
such deals. But traditional links with the 
western countries have been stretched to 
the limit by the continuing instability im 
Iran. In many cases ties broken during the 
revolution have not been repaired. Iran's 
problem ts well illustrated by the visit of a 
delegation to London in mid-September. 
Its attempts to persuade Shell and BP to 
continue to buy Iranian crude oi at the 
Opec posted prices seem to have been 
unsuccessful. Shell has decided to end tts 
contract tor 100.000 b/d. which runs out ina 
few months. And the Japanese have already 
withdrawn from them agreement tor 
250.0000 bid 

A pomnter to future trade agreements are 
the recently-concluded deals with Yuge- 
Slavia and Romania. Last month. Iran's 
economics and finance minister, Husscin 
Nabavi, announced that Yugoslavia rs to 
import 1.7m tonnes of Iranian crude onl. 


while Iran will receive goods under a barter 
agreement. This was followed c., 2 October 
by the signing of a protocol with Romania 
providing for 4m tonnes of crude, and $70m 
of non-oil goods. Iran will receive tractors 
and locomotives. Payment will be by a mix- 
ture of barter and hard currency. These bar- 
ter agreements reflect Iran's great difficul- 
ties In Maintaining sales of its high-price oil 
and in obtarning credit almost anywhere on 
the western market 

For some time Iran has paid for goods in 
cash, but the widening trade gap has 
brought severe pressure on imports. which 
the Central Bank 1s strugeling to bing 
under control. Barcering and exchange 
agreements made directly with the Eastern 
bloc governments rather than the nervous 
western multinationals may prove attrac- 
tive to Tehran. whose range of choices is 
narrowing fast anyway. 

There are dangers in cxagecrating the 
significance of the new trade deals. In 1976 
the Shah — himself no friend of Moscow -— 
concluded a five-\ car agreement with Mos- 
cow worth some $3bn. And unconfirmed 





though widespread reports say the Algiers 
deal, which freed the American hostages. 
contained American commitments to 
increase invesiment. 

Recent diplomatic activity has been espe- 
cially interesting. On 13 September Tehran 
Radio reported that Ayatollah Rafsanjani, 
speaker of the Iranian parliament, the Maj- 
lis. had left Iran for North Korea. He was 
accompanied by the minister of defence. 
Before leaving, Rafsanjani said that North 
Korea had shown ‘repeated sincerity’ 
toward the Iranian revolution. At the same 
time Iranian foreign minister, Mir Hussein 
Mousavi, visited Libya as an observer of the 
Arab states’ Steadfastness Front confer- 
ence, involving Libya, Algeria, Syria, South 
Yemen and the PLO. 

In Benghazi, Mousavi announced that 
‘we have come here to pledge our backing 
and support for all the members of the 
Steadfastness Front. We also declare we 
stand by your side against the occupationist 
Israeli enemy at any time. 

Colonel Qaddafi, the Libyan leader, 
replied warmly: “We salute the Islamic 
revolution in Iran.” He called upon the 
leaders of the Arab countries present to 
adopt Mousavi’s speech as ‘an official 
document’ of the Steadfastness Front. 

Both visits took Iranian delegations to 
countries that have emerged over past 
months as important arms suppliers. The 
light armaments that Iran needs for the war 
with Iraq and for its internal security opera- 
tions have been supplied largely from these 
sources — themselves large importers of 
Russian weaponry. 

Iran has certainly moved closer to these 
pro- Russian states and, as if to confirm the 
trend. Tehran Radio last month announced 
the arrival in Iran of a South Yemen deleg- 
ation to open an embassy in Tehran. 

But. like the pattern of trade deals, such 
moves can be deceptive. Iran's American- 
built army . © 4 airforce still rely for strategic 
weapons on western suppliers. The now 
well-documented record of Israeli supplies 
to Iran has maintained the army simportant 
tank corps with British and American parts. 
On 3 October the London Guardian made 
new disclosures about 17 flights from Israel 
to Iran via Cyprus in American planes, and 
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A fiery orator with an iron constitution 


HOJATOLESLAM Ali Khamenei, 41, has 
risen rapidly to prominence. Originally 
from Iran's northeastern province, he 
studied theology in Mashad. 

Khamenei was an active opponent of the 
Shah for many years and helped to found 
the Islamic Republican Party, which is now 
in power. He first became a public figure 
with his appointment as Tehran's Friday 
prayer leader, succeeding Ayatollahs 
Taleghani and Montazeri. Montazeri had 
been groomed as successor to Avatollah 
Khomeini, but his lacklustre performances, 
especially at the microphone, persuaded the 
IRP to bring forward Khamenei. 

The new president is well known for his 
fiery rhetorical style and makes many of the 
government's policy statements, especially 











at Friday prayers. 


Khamenei is said to be a supporter of 
Majlis speaker Ayatollah Rafsanjani, and 
militantly anti-communist. But his 
enthusiastic support for the occupation of 
the American embassy indicates that, like 
the other leaders of the IRP, he regards the 
US as Iran's main enemy. 

His reputation as being more flexible on 
the question of relations with castern bloc 
countries may stem from the more pragma- 
tic approach illustrated in his rapid rise to 
power. 

Khamenei was seriously injured in an 
assassination attempt in June, which seems 
to have cost him the use of one arm. But his 
rapid recovery from other injurics has 
assisted his reputation as one of the 
youngest and toughest of the government 
figures. 





a further 17 flights by Norwegian carriers. 

But regular arms supplies are not forth- 
coming from the West, and Iran is again 
making do by turning elsewhere. It seems 
that only by buying in from its newer sup- 
pliers, and by making enormous sacrifices 
on the domestic front to concentrate 
resources on the war effort have the Iranian 
forces been able to undertake their recent 
offensive against Iraq. 

Other moves on the diplomatic front 
have puzzled some observers. Mousavi 
visit to the Tripoli summit took him into a 
meeting with representatives of the PLO. 
The event almost coincided with PLO rep- 
resentative Hani al Hassan’s departure 
from Tehran and subsequent well- 
publicised visit to the Mujaheddin leader, 
Masoud Rajavi, in Paris. This apparently 
contradictory attitude of the PLO was later 
said to have been clarified by a statement 
released in Beirut that ‘the PLO will never 
forget our brothers and sisters of the 
Muyjaheddin’. 
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Iranians in Tehran and London com- 
mented that they did not believe that the 
underlying link between the PLO and Iran 
had been disturbed. Though the relation- 
ship was strained, they said, the Paris visit 
and the Beirut statement were ‘symbolic 
gestures. 

Inside Iran, the strongly pro-Moscow 
Tudeh Party has begun to emerge from 
years of obscurity to take up a number of 
positions under the IRP government. 
Tudeh members are reliably reported from 
Tehran to be occupying top jobs in the 
technical field and in the media. While a 
small and now ageing organisation, its 
uncritical support for the regime and the 
professional skills of many of its members 
make the Tudeh attractive to a government 
badly lacking skilled personnel and 


resources. 
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IRANIAN CHARGE INTERVIEWED ON DOMESTIC STABILITY, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 7 Sep 81 p 11 


{Interview with Iranian Charge d'Affaires Manuchehr Shahinfar in Bangkok; 
date not given] 


[Text] The situation in Iran remains chaotic, both in 
terms of the domestic political struggle, which has 
become increasingly bloody as well as the border war 

with Iraq, which goes from the offensive to the defensive, 
with Iran still unable to drive off the Iraqi forces. 


Herewith page 11 wishes to publish an interview with the 

Iranian charge in Thailand, Mr Manuchehr Shahinfar con- 

cerning general Iranian policy concerning the status of 

the Palestinian people and domestic conditions. , 


Announcement--The crown prince of Saudi Arabia has proposed that the land on 
the west bank of the Jordan River and that of the Gaza Strip be given to the 
Palestinians so that they would have their own country. With this, Arabs 

and all Muslim peoples would be willing to recognize Israel's legitimacy. 

This proposal would be the abolition of the Palestinian revolutionary movement 
and would establish Israeli sovereignty over Arab lands it had seized. It would 
also spread the influence of imperialism, especially that of the United States 
in that region. This proposal has been completely rejected by the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. Therefore, the Islamic Republic of Iran has submitted a new 
proposal to set up a united front which would be composed of all Muslims 
worldwide to combat the Zionists and imperialism. The problems being confronted 
by the Palestinians are not only problems for the Arab nation, but are those 

of Muslims throughout the world. No human being in the world can overlook the 
problems of the Palestinians who have been driven from their homes and from 
their country. All Muslims are aware of and fear the great menace from Israel. 
Likewise, no Muslim can fail to understand the matter of qiblah [direction 

of prayer made from] the sacred territory of Jerusalem. So that this united 
front may grow expeditiously and attack the Zionist entity and support the 
policies of the Palestinians, with the assistance of the 100 million Arabs 

and the other billion [as published] Muslims worldwide to join forces to 
challenge Israel, the government of the Islamic Republic of Iran firmly 
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believes that the establishment of such a united front is the only way to combat 
the Zionist entity or imperialism in order to assist in the Palestinian revolu- 
tion. We firmly believe that the Palestinian problem is an Islamic problem. 
This is the firm belief and purity of spirit of all Muslims. Therefore, it is 
necessary and important that this united front be established. 


The Israeli Government is of the opinion that it will cooperate with its allies 
in suppressing the Palestinian revolution. The Islamic Republic of Iran cannot 
accept this policy. We have been made aware that President Sadat of Egypt and 
Prime Minister Menahem Begin of Israel have made agreements concerning plans 
that involve the Palestinians. These plans and policies come directly from 
America which wants to have all its allies stop giving aid to the Palestinians. 


Another problem is that the Israeli Government intends to destroy the sacred 
territory of Jerusalem, in particular at the Al-Aqsa mosque. Its intention is 
to make the Al-Aqsa mosque into a holy shrine of the Jews. 


At the same time, Israel is attempting to project an image to the Muslims of 

the world in such a manner that the Muslims will see Israel as a legitimate 
nation which is doing nothing to oppress Muslims, especially the Palestinians 
who were driven from their land who have joined together to resist the Israeli 
Government and the burning of the Al-Aqsa mosque which happened previously. 

This Israeli act caused great discontent among Muslims. A significant objective 
of Israel in destroying the Al-Aqsa mosque is that it wishes to deflect people's 
attention by pretending to repair the mosque. In fact, it wants to destroy 

it and build a sacred shrine for the Jews. The government of Iran truly feels 
that the actions of Israel are true violations of Islamic principles. From 
these events, the government of Iran is in agreement with the feelings of all 
Muslims worldwide and has announced its support, saying that the government 

of Iran does not accept and does not agree with the actions of Israel and will 
resist Israeli acts. These illegal Israeli acts are seen by Muslims all over 
the world and they also state that these are illegal acts which must be rejected 
and resisted forever. 


Question: With Iran's announcement of a policy of joining forces to combat the 
Zionists, is Iran doing this worldwide? Or is this just being announced in 
Thailand? 


Answer: This is a general announcement. It comes from Iranian embassy repre- 
sentatives to demonstrate that we do not accept Israeli actions. Although 

the Saudi Government may announce its acceptance of Israeli actions, we are 
resisting them because we feel that the Israeli Government is illegal because 
it has driven the Palestinians from their land. This is considered to be a 
matter of policy of the Iranian Government alone; it is not embassy policy. 


Question: Concerning the activities of the PLO, what cooperation and support 
has the Iranian Government given them ia their struggle for self-government? 


Answer: The objective of the Iranian Government is to assist in the liberation 

of the Palestinian people, but the time is not yet ripe because of the situation 
in Iran now. We are still at war with Iraq. This decreases our assistance 

to the Palestinians. When we finish the war with Iraq and when we are able to, 

we will be glad to help the Palestinians in all respects. 
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Question: Meaning military assistance also? 


Answer: We are always happy to help the Palestinians if we are able and have 
sufficient opportunities. Our people are ready to help them. 


Question: What views does Iran have about the prospects of peace in line with 
the Camp David accords? In Iran's view, can this process bring peace to the 
Middle East? Aside from Iran's suggestion to join Muslim forces concerning 

the Palestinian problem, does Iran have any personal views on how to solve 

this problem? Does Iran have its own formula which would give the Palestinians 
self-government? 


Answer: We have said from the beginning that we do not support the Saudi formula. 
We have simply announced to the world to recognize and assist the Palestinians 

by joining together in a united front. This would be a force that would resist 
Israeli actions. In our view, we have the intention of bringing the Palestinians 
back to their own land and have them establish their own government. 


Question: This Iranian policy seems rather like a dream. 


Answer: Although it may seem like a dream, what is most important is that when 
all Muslims join together, it will become a reality then and there. For 
instance, the previous Iranian Government was resisted by millions of people. 
Not long after that, the victory came to those people. It can be seen clearly 
that this kind of thing is not a dream, 


Question: Iran will become a great power if the nation once again becomes calm. 
When that time comes, do you think that Iran will have an important role in 
bringing peace to the Middle East by establishing a Palestinian state? 


Answer: The Palestinian problem is a problem of all Muslims because the land of 
Palestine is the central direction of prayer toward God. Also, this land has 
been sacred for generations. Therefore, if all Muslims join force and unite 

as one they will be able to do anything. Regardless of whatever difficulties 
arise now, we should ignore them and strive to move forward, getting together 

to do this. We firmly believe that this matter will come to pass in the future. 
This is not an illusion. 


Question: Does Iran at this time recognize the existence of the nation of Israel 
or is Iran's viewpoint like that of the PLO which does not recognize the 
Palestinian state [as published]? 


Answer: We do not recognize the existence of the state of Israel. 


Question: With the situation in Iran, if this is viewed from an international 
perspective, we sense that everybody is concerned as to how the situation will 
end, because there are just too many killings. With things as they are, it 
would seem that it is difficult to stop it. We would like to know what the 
government's standpoint it, especially with the extremely serious terrorist 
threat. We would like to know to what extent the people support the government. 
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Answer: The stability of the government of Iran is a stability which comes 

from the support of the people. The government of Iran itself is trying to 
implement various policies that are neither leftist nor rightist; it implements 

a neutral policy in accordance with Islamic tenets. The implementation of these 
policies has no impact on any country whatsoever. The terrorists in Iran can 

be divided into two primary groups: one group supports America and the other 
Supports the communists directly. These groups have stolen weapons from armories 
and have stored them. They use them to inflict terror on the people, making 

them fearful inside the country. What would be done if these acts were committed 
in other countries? What would happen is that they would be suppressed totally, 
but we have not done as others have. We act using Islamic law, we implement 
policies in accordance with Islamic law. The terrorists are resisting the 
Islamic government, resisting the people and are killing totally innocent 

people. It is these killers of the people who are guilty and they must be 
suppressed. To what degree depends on what they did wrong, and whether they 

have confessed their guilt and reformed themselves. The government of Iran and 

in particular Ayatollah Khomeyai have provided complete assistance for this 
process of reform without rancor, or if there is rancor, it is the least 
possible. We feel that anyone committing terrorist acts causing hardship 

for tne people should be treated in accordance with Islamic principles. 


Question: After the beginning of the Islamic revolution in Iran the United States 
boycotted Iran, refusing to trade with it. At this time, what countries does 

Iran trade with? Can Iran produce enough food for its consumption? If not, 

where do you buy food? 


Answer: Before the revolution, Iran's economy was in the clutches of America. 
No matter what America ordered, the government of Iran had to comply, whether 
it was oil or anything else. Everything had to be supplied to America. After 
the revolution, the government of Iran had a policy of supporting neither the 
left nor the right. In this, we have attempted to prevent ourselves from being 
the slaves of any imperialist nation, left or right. With this policy, we will 
have to develop the country ourselves, agriculturally or industrially. We have 
to try to produce for domestic consumption. We have’tried not to buy abroad, 
especially from the great powers. However, we do have contacts with the Third 
World. These nations have never been our oppressors nor have they resisted us. 
We are always glad to recognize and have contact with them. At present, we are 
developing by outselves without asking for help from anybody. 


Question: Does Iran produce enough food for [its] consumption? If not, where 
does it import from? 


Answer: We are able to produce enough of some types of food to meet the 
needs of the people. We try to import the least possible amount from abroad, 
but we do have some contacts such as with Thailand. We do buy rice in pretty 
large amounts. 


Question: We have heard that the Soviets have sent food to Iran after the 
United States halted its trade. To what extent is this true? Are the Soviets 
still doing this? 
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Answer: This is not true because Russia has to depend on other countries so 
why should they send food to Iran? 


Question: After the revolution, how did the government change the economic 
structure in order to give people in general a share in the general wealth? 


Answer: Right after the revolution, groups of students went out to help 

the rural people in several areas, such as by teaching and guiding them in 
their livelihoods. But later, chaos erupted in the country. This is normal 

in every country which has just had a revolution. These things generally do not 
just die down. There have heen suppressions and a new form of administration 
was established. Reaction set in and we had to take care of these things first. 
Development and encouraging the people had to decrease. The outbreak of war 
exacerbated the hindrance to development. However, you cannot call Iran an 
industrialized country, because we have factories and other things, as well as 
agriculture [as published]. In the future, we believe that the war will end 
soon. When that day comes, we will set to work developing the country from 
what is on hand. This will be a progressive and strong development. 


Question: Does Iran have production capabilities without having to rely on 
foreign experts? Does Iran have enough people with knowledge of and ability 
in production? 


Answer: Iran has what it needs, both in personnel and in technology and so 
we think it is not necessary to ask for foreign help. 


Question: When you say that the war will end soon, I would like to know how 
it will end. Will it be by negotiation or by a military victory against Iraq? 


Answer: It is known that we are at war with Iraq which was started by Iraq 
when it seized Iranian territory. The Iranian people and soldiers have 
joined forces in resistance with good results: We have been able to regain 
part of our territory. Part of it is still held by Iraq. Iran still holds 
to its original position that so long as Iraq does not withdraw from our 
territory, we will not stop fighting. We believe that with the power of the 
people and a firm belief, we will be able to drive the Iraqis from Iranian 
territory before long, but we cannot say for certain when. 


Question: Iran is short of weapons, especialiy spare parts. I would like,to 
know where Iran buys its weapons and spare parts? 


Answer: We make most of our weapons ourselves. A small amount is obtained 
abroad. The weapons we do buy are purchased on the free market and we do not 
rely on any country. Said another way, we buy almost no weapons from anybody. 

We believe that faith in our unity is more valuable and useful than any purchased 
or manufactured weapon in the fight against all our enemies. When Iraq first 
attacked Iran, Iraq thought that within 1 week it would be able to conquer Iran. 
But later on, it appeared that Iraq had to suffer great losses of troops and 
weapons, although at that time Iran did not have enough weapons. We relied on 
our stronger spirit to enable us to get the advantage over the enemy. Although 
enemy weapons were better, Iraq still lost in fighting Iran. 
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Question: How are relations between Thailand and Iran? In what areas do you 
think that Thailand will be able to cooperate with Iran in view of its 
assistance to Iran at this time? 


Answer: Iran is always happy to have relations with any country it has relations 
with, who is not an enemy [of Iran] and doe. not exert pressure on us. We 

have always had smooth relations with Thailand; we have never had conflicts. 

At this time, we still have trade contacts with Thailand. For example, we buy 
rice from Thailand. 


CSO: 4207/22 
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MAJLIS REJECTION OF VELAYATI AS PRIME MINISTER EXAMINED 
‘AFP’ Report 
NC221636 Paris AFP in English 1611 GMT 22 Oct 81 


[Excerpt] Tehran, 22 Oct (AFP)--In less than 24 hours, two major disagreements in 
the Islamic Republic have emerged with the parliamentary rejection of the proposed 
prime minister and a public warning to revolutionary guards. 


The Majlis rejection today of ‘Ali Akbar Velayati as Iran's next prime minister was 
surprising, particularly since he was nominated for the post by President ‘Ali 
Khamene'i who also heads the powerful Islamic Republic Party (IRP). 


It followed a public statement yesterday by spiritual leader Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeyni reproaching revolutionary guards for "disagreements" with Iran's Muslim 
Shi'ite clery. 


The Majlis vote--unprecedented refusal of a [word indistinct] one of Ayatollah 
Khomeyni's devoted followers--shook the Iranian political world like a thunderbolt. 


Both foreign and Iranian diplomats and observers were expected automatic approval 
of the president's choice. But Mr Velayati, 36, a former pediatrician, failed to 
win the necessary two-thirds of 97 votes, losing by 80 votes to 74 with 38 ab- 
stentions. 


The vote triggered a flurry of speculation about the Majlis vote. Mr Velayati, 
nominated to succeed Hojjat ol-Eslam Mohammad Reza Mahdavi-Kani, is a U.S.-trained 
pediatrician specializing in infectious diseases and an IRP deputy from Tehran since 
1980. 


Minister of Islamic Orientation ‘Abdol Majidmoadikha told AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE to- 
day that "by their vote, the Majlis deputies simply recognized that a more com 
petent person could be prime minister". 


But no other official or unofficial reasons were given and no word leaked out on 
the Majlis closed-door debate yesterday on the nomination. 
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Observers today questioned whether the Majlis might have acted to head off presi- 
dential political hegemony. For Mr Velayati's hard-line advocacy of religious funda- 
mentalist policies appeared generally allied with those of Hojjat ol-Eslam Khamene'i. 


The candidate campaigned for the centralization of Iran's intelligence network to 
improve security and the export of the Iranian revolution. 


But his insistence on the redistribution of land could have been his downfall. The 
problem is a burning issue in Iranian politics opposing radicals who insist on 
drastic land reform and most of the clergy, who advocate moderation on the issue. 


Hashemi-Rafsanjani on Rejection 


NC222027 Paris AFP in English 2020 GMT 22 Oct 81 


[Text] Tebran, 22 Oct (AFP)--The speaker of the Iranian parliament said he regretted 
the rejection today of ‘Ali Akbar Velayati as Iran's next prime minister but said 
that it pointed to the house's independence in political decisions. 


Speaker Hashemi-Rafsanjani said that he had supported Mr Velayati in the vote, which 
the candidate lost by 80 to 78 with 38 abstentions. 


"I myself, whom a majority of the deputies approve, supported the candidate," he 
said. 


He noted that Mr Velayati had been nominated by President ‘Ali Khamene'i, who was 
"elected by 95 percent" of Iran's voters and who heads the powerful Islamic Repub- 
lican Party (IRP). 


"Our choice failed, but what happened was interesting," the Hojjat ol-Eslam Hashemi- 
Rafsanjani said of the parliament's unprecedented refusal to approve the candidate 
of the Islamic leadership. 


"We saw the deputies make a completely free choice. 


"Our enemies accuse the Majlis of being under the influence of the Islamic Republi- 
can Party, but I always said parliament was independent, and that was proven today," 
Mr Hashemi-Rafsanjani said. 


Khamene'i To Announce New Candidate 
NC240614 Paris AFP in English 0603 GMT 24 Oct 81 


[Text] Tehran, 24 Oct (AFP)--Iranian President 'Ali Khamene'i has announced that 
he will present a new candidate for premier to the parliament on Sunday, following 
its rejection on Thursday of his first nominee, ‘Ali Akhbar Velayati. 


In an interview with the daily ISLAMIC REPUBLIC published today, Mr Khamene'i said: 
"In any case, we have suffered no damage. I have five other candidates for the 
post, and on Sunday I will present one of the five to the assembly." 














He said the rejection of Mr Velayati should not be looked at as an indication of 
factional rivalry. "Two deputies with similar viewpoints can always vote differ- 
ently,” he said. 


He saluted the vote of the Majlis (parliament), as "one of the most courageous acts 
of this assembly." 


CSG: 4600/73 
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IRAN, WESTERN FIRMS HOLD ‘'SECRET' TALKS IN VIENNA 
AU221325 Vienna KURIER in German 22 Oct 81 p 3 
[Report by Heinz Nussbaumer: "Vienna: Iran and West Struggle Over Billions"] 


[Summary] "In strict secrecy the Iranian Khomeyni regime is at present trying in 
Austria to close the chapter of the economic heritage of the shah era and the host- 
age affair. A very large delegation from Tehran in Vienna is attempting to meet the 
demands of Western firms running into the billions. The principal parties concerned, 
the Iranians and Americans, promised one another to hold this dialogue 10 months 

ago when the drama surrounding the 51 U.S. hostages was coming to an end." 


The struggle over the financial legacy of the former Iranian-Western partnership is 
taking place at the Iranian Embassy on Jauresgasse in Vienna. Since the beginning 

of this month, more than 60 high-ranking representatives of all Iranian ministries 

involved have been negotiating, in various groups, with representatives of European 
and American business concerns. 


The U.S.-Iranian dialogue is coming under pressure because the period on which the 
two countries had agreed for settling their mutual claims will expire this week. 
Claims on which no agreement can be reached by this deadline will have to be referred 
to an international court at the Hague. The Iranians deposited $1 billion in Al- 
geria at the conclusion of the hostage affair, but this amount is far below the total 
claims of U.S. firms. There is no deposit whatsoever for the claims of European 
firms. "However, both Americans and Europeans have so far equally displayed readi- 
ness in the negotiations to accept tremendous cuts in their claims, obviously in the 
hope of getting back into business with the Iranians." 


The negotiations are also influenced by alarming reports about the condition of the 
Iranian economy and the limited solvency of the Khomeyni regime. Iranian Government 
agencies are reportedly trying to raise funds to pay the debts left over from the 
shah era by selling valuable assets in the West that used te belong to the shah, 
including very valuable rugs. 


A prominent Iranian general was reportedly "temporarily" among the Iranian delegates 
in Vienna: Obviously Iran is also seeking to establish contacts with private arms 
dealers in Austria now that the war with its neighbor Iraq has lasted for as long 
as 13 months. In contrast to the very tough attitude in negotiations with civilian 
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Western firms, the Iranian leadership is at present apparently ready to pay virtually 
any price for the urgently needed military supplies. 


The delegation from Tehran is to return home from Vienna this weekend. To date-- 


according te information from Western quarters--more than half of the pending 
claims have been sz .tled out of court. 
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UN URGED TO CONTROL HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSE 


London 8 DAYS in English No 41, 17 Oct 81 p 13 


[Article by Liesl Graz] 
[Text } 


THE caternational community must stop 
turning a blind eve to the repression going 
on ‘in the name of Islam’ in her country, a 
long-trme Iraman civil-rights activist has 
told the UN Commission on Human Rights 
in Geneva. 

Moloud Khanlery, secretary of the 
Committee for the Defence and Promotion 
of Human Rights in Iran. told 8 Davs after 
giving her testimony: If you count all those 
executed in prison, killed in the repressions, 
in Kurdistan and clsewhere. all the mas- 
sacres — not counting casualties of the war 
with Irag — some 100.000 people have 
been killed in the last three vears. And the 
whole world remains silent. barely shaking 
its head! 

The committee was founded in 1975 in 
Pars by lraman exiles. to study and 
denounce the excesses of the Shah's regime. 
particularly of Savak. Like most Iranian 
Opposition groups, at first 1 enthustastically 
supported the Islamic revolution. But, she 
said, it ‘quickly lost its illusions’ and has 
continucd the pamstaking task of gathering. 
filtering and coordinating mformatron 

Khaniery’s testimony was a plea to the 
UN and the mternational community to 
stop ignoring what is becoming a genocide 
The UN has to date been hesitant to speak 
out against the events in Iran. Some of this 
reluctance may stem from political pres- 
sures, but more probably it derives from 
unwillingness to get involved in any con- 
troversy with religious undertones 


Last month the Commission heard one of 
the first attempts to break down these 
undemably important psychological and 
legal barriers from Ahmed Khalifa, a 
former Eevptian religious affairs minister. 
Khalifa. who was clected to the UN body in 
his personal capacity as an expert, begged 
the world not to confuse what is happening 
in Iran with the spirit of Islam. 

Khalifa condemned the actions of Iran's 
present leaders as a perversion of Islam, for 
the sake of personal power-secking and 
tyranny. His plea was received with consid- 
erable sympathy by other Commission 
experts, including Mushms from Nigeria, 
India. Moreceo, Sudan and Syria — In pri- 
vate. All of them repeated that such a 


denunciation of fanaticism was necessary, 
and could only have been made by an 
insider, another Muslim. There was no reac- 
tion from the Iranian observer sitting on the 
Commission. 

Armed with facts and figures from her 
years experience of resistance to successive 
Iranian governments, Khanlery spoke to 
8 Days in authoritative terms shortly after 
her deposition to the UN body. She was 
adamant that human-rights violations in 
Iran today are far worse than under the 
Shat 

‘There is no comparison! I was opposing 
the Shah's regime for 25 years, but his gov- 
ernment was one of angels if you compare it 
to the demonic situation of Iran under 
Khomeini today. You may remember that, 
when Khomeini was in exile, he accused the 
Shah of holding and torturing 100,000 pris- 
oners — over more than 20 years. Now the 
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mullahs themselves have lowered their fig- 
ures to 4,000 

‘In the three and a half vears since Kho- 
meini returned to Iran, our committee est- 
mates — and we want to give very conserva- 
tive estimates, to be very careful not to 
exaggerate — that some 7,000 Mujaheddin 
alone are, or have been. imprisoned. The 
question remains, of course. as to how many 
of them really are Mujaheddin. but that ts 
impossible to answer now. We estimaic 
about 60.000 persons in all. 

‘The torture being carried out in gaols 
and prisons is worse than anything Savak 
imagined. The invitations to Iranians to 
denounce suspected ‘misdoings of others, 
setting parents against children, brother 
against sister, are unqualifiable . . . (some) 
10.000 people have been killed in these 
three vears, and the whole world remains 
silent. barely shaking its head! 


Turning to the silence with which the 
international community watches all this. 
Khanlery ruefully admitted: ‘During the 
reign of the Shah. different humanitarian 
organisations — Amnesty International, 
the Red Cross — came to us to help get 
mate*tal. Today our committee goes around 
knocking on doors, and we have a great deal 
of difficulty getting anyone to listen to us_ 

She added that she wanted to see the UN, 
if possible ‘send a competent commission to 
Iran to investigate the status of human 
rights and then report onit. . . but that will 
be very difficult, if not impossible, because 
all the doors are closed.” This would at least 
mean that the international community 
would realise the ‘tragedy that is being 
committed 

Meanwhile. the Mujyaheddin leader Mas- 
soud Rajavi last week announced the set- 
ting up of an Iranian government in exile in 
France. Rajavi and former President Bani 
Sadr. with whom he fled to France in July, 
were banned from making political state- 
ments. This has since been relaxed in the 
light of official concern in France at the 
abuse of human rights in Iran. 

The programme announced by Rajavi. 
the spokesman for the new government and 
apparently tts effective leader, calls for free 
clechions to a constituent assembly, Bani 
Sadr, who also signed the communique, is 
named as provisional president, but it seems 
clear that hc ' °< heen relegated. 

The programme as defined in the com- 
munique provides for autonomy for all 
national groups in the country, and par- 
ticularly the Kurds; the suppression of the 
revolutionary committees and tribunals; 
the abolition of censorship and torture; and 
the remstatement of social and political 
hiberties 
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FEUDALISM, LANDLORDS ROLE IN WEST AZERBAYJAN TO BE CURTAILED 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 14 Oct 81 p 4 


[Text] According to the report of the central news unit in Arumieh, the method of 
reconstruction of the cleansed areas of West Azerbayjan were discussed at a 12- 
hour meeting of the officials of this province. 


At this meeting, which was held at the West Azerbayjan governor general's office 
and was attended by officials of the revolutionary organs and administrative en- 
tities and by city and district governors, the comprehensive program for the 
reconstruction of the cleansed areas of this province was prepared, and the pri- 
orities for the implementation of this program were established according to 
needs and possibilities. 


On the basis of this report, among the topics and subjects whose rapid implementa- 
tion was stressed after their discussion and review, were the following: to give 
interest-free long-term loans to oppressed farmers and villagers and to people 
who nave somehow suffered as a result of involvement and domination by counter- 
revolution and have in some instances lost their possessions, and also to curtail 
the power of feudalism and of the landlords who have been mistreating the farmers 
by taking advantage of the conditions and atmosphere of oppression imposed on the 
area. 


During this lengthy meeting, moreover, the method of providing necessary facili- 
ties for farmers to obtain improved fertilizer and seeds, of meeting their general 
needs and fulfilling needed opportunities in order to hasten the process of re- 
building the cleansed areas, as well as the elimination of difficulties in imple- 
menting the reconstruction program were discussed and reviewed and the necessary 
decisions were made. 


CSO: 4640/37 
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CLANDESTINE REPORTS BALUCHI LEADER'S INTERVIEW 
NC221355 (Clandestine) Voice of Iran in Persian 1805 GMT 21 Oct 81 


[Text] Head of Baluchi Peshmergas and member of the Commanding Council of the 
Baluch Unity Front, Amanollah Khan, spoke about the intensification of the Baluchi 
people's struggles against the clerical regime during an interview with the German- 
based AKHBAR-E IRAN publication. 


At the beginning of the interview Amanollah Khan said that from the start of Khomeyni's 
oppressive rule the Baluchi people were nct prepared to receive this disgraceful 

rule and that from the very start they began their struggle against this traitor- 

ous regime and continued this struggle for honor aaddignity against oppression. He 
said: Time and time again we have made the enemy kneel by carrying out surprise 
attacks, so much so that now the revolution guards do not dare leave their positions. 


In reply to the question on what Khomeyni's regime has done for the Baluchi people, 
Amanollah Khan replied: Not onky has the non-Islamic Khomeyni regime not done any- 
thing for the people, but its entire efforts have been toward oppression and 
pillaging and each day it adds to the people's inconvenience and sufferings. 


The AKHBAR-E IRAN correspondent asked: Under the conditions that have been imposed 
by the present regime, what path has our compatriot Baluchi brothers chosen to solve 
their problems and what do they think about the future? Amanollah Khan stated: 

The Baluchi people have determined that they have no alternative but to take up 

arms and to fight against the agents of Khomeyni's regime. Therefore, all the 
Baluchi combatants have risen bravely to topple this despotic rule, and they do not 
hesitate even for a moment in displaying their firm determination and inflicting 
strong blows on it. 


Speaking about the criminal acts of Khomeyni's hirelings, Amanollah Khan said: The 
Baluchi people remember thousands of cases of savagery by Khomeyni's revolution 
guards. Recently very quiet demonstrations against Khomeyni's usurping regime 

took place in Saravan. Suddenly, revolution guards in cars opened machinegun fire 
on the defenseless people, killed the Baluchi children and crushed several people, 
including Engineer Rahmani, Khodabandeh and the late Ahmad [name indistinct] under 
the wheels of their heavy vehicles. 


On the present economic, social and agricultural situation in Baluchestan, the lead- 
er of the Baluchi Preshmerga said: Today, as a result of Khomeyni's despotic rule, 
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hunger and poverty are raging in Baluchestan. The people have been completely de- 
prived of calm and security, the economy and (?civic traditions), and arts and cul- 
ture have been completely annihilated, agriculture has been destoryed, the wells 
have dried up and the green countryside has been turned into dry and barren deserts. 


At the end of this interview Amanollah Khan called on the Baluchi compatriots: The 
message is one of war and armed struggle. It is a message of death for Khomeyni 
and his pillaging clique which have disgraced human dignity in this part of the 
world. The Iranian has not and will not accept the disgrace of servitude. Khomeyni 
and his corrupt agents have no other place but the burial grounds of history. 


CSO: 4640/40 
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ACTIVITIES OF MINISTERIAL DELEGATION IN INDIA REPORTED 
Housing Minister's Press Conference 
BK161707 Delhi Domestic Service in English 1530 GMT 16 Oct 81 


[Text] An Iranian delegation will soon be visiting India to have discussion on 
Kudramukh iron ore agreement between the two countries. This was disclosed at a 
news conference in New Delhi today by Iranian Housing and Urban Development Minister 
Mohammad Shahab-Gonabadi, who is on a 7-day official visit to this country. He 

said India being a friendly country, an amicable agreement can be arrived at. 


The Iranian minister had an exchange of ideas with ministers of housing, external 
affairs, planning and industry to further strengthen cooperation between the two 
countries and also to explore new fields. 


Delegation To Visit USSR 
BK161718 Hong Kong AFP in English 1320 GMT 16 Oct 81 


[Text] New Delhi, 16 Oct (AFP)--A visiting Iranian delegation headed by a cabinet- 
ranking minister will leave for Moscow tomorrow to seek Soviet help for the recon- 
struction of war-ravaged Iranian cities, a delegation spokesman said here today. 


The delegation en route to the Soviet Union arrived in India on October 9 to explore 
possibilities of long-term cooperation agreements with India. 


This is the first time that an Iranian ministerial delegation will be visiting the 
Soviet Union since the overthrow of the shah in 1979. 


The delegation is led by Mohammad Shahab-Gonabadi, minister for housing and urban 
development, and includes Mohammad Jafar Alaghehmandan, deputy minister for parlia- 
mentary affairs and, Mohammad Ahmad Azizi, deputy minister for finance and admin- 
istration. 


Mr Gonabadi told a press conference that his government had decided to seek Soviet 
help for war reconstruction "because of the vast Soviet experience of repairing 
cities after the Second World War." 


"We will also explore possibilities of technical cooperation," he said but refused 
to elaborate. 
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The delegation called on Indian Foreign Ministei’ P.V. Narashimha Rao and ministers 
of parliamentary affairs, housing, finance and industries. 


Mr Gonabadi said the delegation explored the areas for long-term cooperation with 
India. 


"We are very happy to note that there is vast scope for further cooperationbetween 
India and Iran...wehave very friendly relations," he said. He did not elaborate. 


He termed his talks with Indian leaders "very successful and fruitful" and said that 
an Iranian delegation will be arriving shortly to chalk out a new agreement for the 
multi-million dollar Iran-aided Kudramukh iron ore project in the Karnataka State. 


He said he did not discuss the Afghan issue with Indian Foreign Minister Rao nor 
had he intention of discussing it during his stay in the Soviet Union. The dele- 
gation will stay in the Soviet Union for about 10 days, he said. 


Construction Aid Materials Sought 
BK180754 Delhi Domestic Service in English 0240 GMT 18 Oct 81 


[Text] The Iranian Government has sought supplies of building materials from India. 
It has also requested India to help in construction activities in that country. The 
request was conveyed by Iranian Housing and Urban Development Minister Mohammad 
Shahab-Gonabadi during his meeting with Minister for Labor and Industry N.D. Tiwari 
in New Delhi. Tiwari said that India and Iran have much to offer each other in 
their efforts to achieve self reliance. 
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IRAN 


BRIEFS 


VISITING SOVIET DELEGATION--Tehran, 22 Oct (AFP)--Senior Iranian cultural revolution 
leaders had talks yesterday with a visiting Soviet cultural delegation on its 10th 
day here, the government party newspaper ISLAMIC REPUBLIC reported today. The talks 
covered political and social questions relating to Iran, the character of the Islamic 
revolution, and the style of Islamic University that is being developed in Iran under 
the cultural revolution. The possibility of exchanging scientific missions and other 
forms of cooperationin the cultural field were also discussed, the newspaper said. 
[Text] [NC221240 Paris AFP in English 1227 GMT 22 Oct 81] 


MAJLIS DELEGATION IN PRC--Tehran, 24 Oct (PARS)--A mission of the Islamic Consul- 
tative Assembly headed by Hojjat ol-Eslam Mohammad Yazdi arrived in Beijing, the 
People's Republic of China, to participate in the unsponsored Asian conference on 
population and development. The Iranian mission was welcomed by the undersecretary 
of the foreign bureau of the parliamentary conference and some other Chinese offi- 
cials. The Iranian mission on Friday participated in Friday congregational prayers 
held by Muslim residents of Beijing and then met with prayer leader of the city. 

In a reception where they discussed the Islamic revolution of Iran and its foreign 
policy, they also voiced their apprehensions over China's apparent incidental 
reconciliation with the U.S. At the end of this reception, the Iranian mission 
expressed their hopes for witnessing the further strengthening of the relations be- 
tween the two countries. [Text] [LD251006 Tehran PARS in English 0730 GMT 25 Oct 81] 


WHEAT PURCHASES--Tehran, 25 Oct (PARS)--About 785,000 tons of wheat have been pur- 
chased by the government since the beginning of the purchase season of the current 
year. This figure shows a rise of 84 percent compared with last year's wheat pur- 
chase. This was announced by the Cereal Organization of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran. [Text] [GF251640 Tehran PARS in English 1610 GMT 25 Oct 81] 


GREETINGS TO PAPANDREOU--Tehran, 26 Oct (PARS)--Prime Minister Mahdavi-Kani of the 
Islamic Kepublic of Iran sent a congratulatory message to Andres Papandreou on the 
occasion of his election as the prime minister of [words indistinct]. In his 
message the Iranian prime minister expressed the hope for strengthening relations 
between the two countries in the way of liberating the oppressed (?and destroying) 
the domination of imperialism over the oppressed countries. [Text] [LD261928 Teh- 
ran PARS in English 1730 GMT 26 Oct 81] 
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GRAIN PURCHASES--—According to PARS NEWS AGENCY, the director of the grain department 
announced yesterday: For the first time, with the help of God and by the efforts of 
the farmers working for this organization, the grain department has been able to 
purchase an extra 800,000 tons of wheat from the farmers so far this year. He 
added: The purchase of this amount of wheat allowed the government to reduce its 
foreign purchases to 1.4 million tons andto make a foreign exchange saving of 330 
billion rials. The director of the grain department said that so far, the level of 
wheat purchases has increased by 400,000 tons compared to the past year. He added: 
Despite being involved in the imposed war, the level of wheat purchases in the pro- 
vinces involved in the war has increased this year, so much so that in Kermanshahan 
Province where in the past year we bought 8,000 tons, the year the level of our 
purchases so far has reached 102,000 tons, while in Khuzestan our purchases have 
been 21,000 tons. In conclusion, he declared that the increase in the amount of 
wheat purchased in Western Azarbayjan was 7.228 percent [figures as heard] and in 
Kordestan Province it was 1.354 percent [figure as heard]. [Text] [LD221336 Tehran 
Domestic Service in Persian 1030 GMT 22 Oct 81] 


FORMATION OF ANTIREGIME GROUP--The Council of Nationalist Journalists has been 

formed in Iran and it has declared its formation. The center of the council is in 
Tehran. The Council of Nationalist Jouranlists has announced that it is not aligned 
to any political party or group and that it is struggling toward the preservation 

of Iran's independence, cultural identity and territorial integrity as well as 

toward gaining freedom, democracy and social justice. [Text] [NC221520 (Clandestine) 
Radio Iran in Persian to Iran 1330 GMT 22 Oct 81] 


FIGHTING BETWEEN GUARDS, SOLDIERS--Reports from Kordestan indicate that there has 
been a clash between Khomeyni's revolution guards and the Iranian armed forces. The 
clash occurred when both groups were dispatched to crush the Kordish Peshmerga. The 
guards intervened in the army's affairs and ridiculed officers and NCO's, and this 
led to the clash. In the clash, which occurred in Mamut Pass, near Sanandaj, 40 
guards and soldiers were killed. [Text] [GF261608 (Clandestine) Radio Iran in 
Persian to Iran 1330 GMT 26 Oct 81] 
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CONTRACT FOR NEW RAILWAY PROJECT GOES TO BRITISH 


London 8 DAYS in English No 41, 17 Oct 81 pp 38-39 


[Text | 


CSO; 


HENDERSON BUSBY Partnership of 
Ware, England. has just been awarded 
another consultancy for a railway project in 
Iraq — bringing the total it is now working 
on there up to four. | 
The latest project is for a line connecting 
the oil district of Mosul in the north of the 
country with Zakho, 100 kilometres away 
on the Turkish border. The new line would 
presumably feed into the existing nctwork 
linking Mosul with Baghdad a... points 
south. There is already a line from Mosul 
which dips into Turkey west of Zakho 
before travelling along the Syrian-Turkish 
border towards Aleppo and the Mediterra- 
nean. Though the new line will feed only 


into the road network in Zakho, the plans 
for its construction point to continued Iraqi 
awareness of the importance of the over- 
land routes which have been its major link 
with Europe since the Gulf war closed the 
port at Basra. 

Henderson Busby, which has been 
designing railways since 1862, 1s also the 
consultant on the vastly larger (about $2bn) 
contract to build a completely new line 
along the strategic 910km Baghdad-Basra 
route — this time running considerably east 
of the existing Baghdad-Basra line by run- 
ning through Kut (Kut al Imara) and 
Amarah. HB spokesman David Twigg said 
he still had no news of which of the 40 
companies to have expressed an interest in 
this project have made it to the short fist. 

Another British consultancy, British 
Rail’s consulting wing Transmark Limited, 
has meanwhile put in a bid for a contract to 
redesign the existing Baghdad-Basra line. 
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That line has already been substantially 
rebuilt once in recent history, when the 
Soviets converted it from narrow-gauge to 
standard-gauge back in 1960. 

‘Now,’ says Transmark’s Reginald Greg- 
ory, ‘the Iraqis want to convert it for use at 
higher speeds. and presumably with a 
heavier traffic load.” He is hoping that 
Transmark has a good chance of winning 
the contract, especially in the light of British 
Rail's proven success at home over recent 


years in upgrading existing track to cope 
with greater speeds. 

But there is still no news of the most 
controversial Iraqi railway project discus- 
sed in recent months — a line to link the 
Iraqi network with neighbouring Kuwait. 
Political analysts have always considered 
that the agreement between the two gov- 
ernments to go ahead with this long-mooted 
project would signify some kind of de facto 
agreement between them as to the location 
of their mutual boundary. ‘But as of ten 
days ago, we heard the two governments 
were still talking about it, and no design 


contracts have been offered yet,’ said Greg- 
ory. 
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DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS REVIEWED 


Baghdad BAGHDAD OBSERVER in English 5 Sep 81 p 7 


[Text ] 


Ta’meem 


Roads Directorate in Ta’- 
meem province began work 
on the 4th bridge in Kirk- 
uk city and two roads linking 
Abbas sub-district with Fa- 
tha and Hawija districts. 

These projects are worth 
ID.14.3 million. The bridge 
is 310m. long, 24.5m. wide. 
It is to facilitate traffic ins- 
ide and_ outside Kirk- 
uk while the other 
two roads designed to link 
farms with marketing cent- 
res are 70 km. long. 

On the other hand, work is 
currently underway to pa- 
ve seven highway and six 
rural roads. sosting ID. 
58,550,000 and Kirkuk 3rd 
bridge worth half a million 
dinar. 

An international company 
started expanding Kirkuk’s 
poultry farms. 

The ID.5,500,000 project 
aims at raising production 
capacity of the poultry fa- 
rms from 70 to 140 million 
eggs per vear. 

The project includes co- 
nstructing of four addition- 
al poultry farms consisting 
of 20 hatcheries for eggs 
chicken breeding in addit- 
ion to technical and admin- 
istrative offices. 

The eight poultry farms 
were built in 1976 at a cost 
of ID.4 million. 





SULAIMANIYA .- 
The Sulaimaniya Irrigat- 
ion Department. .exesules 
projects costing __ ID. 
2,952,000 as part of this 
year’s plan. 

Of these, projects costing 
ID. 498,650 have been fini- 
shed, including improveme- 
nt and development of irri- 
gation ditches, construction 
of 13 houses for workers, 
and building a dam on Klar 
stream. | 

Projects being impleme- 
nted currently include reg- 
ulating irrigation ditches, 
building 17 houses for wo- 
rkers and employees, an ir- 
rigation building, lining the 
great Jermeka stream of 
420 KM. long, building a 
bridge and a dam, a sprin- 
kling irrigation project, al- 
ong with a pumping station 
and fuel tanks. 

They also include wareh- 
ouses, garages for irrigati- 
on departments, another 
pumping station, four brid- 
ges across the Klar irrigati- 
on canal. 
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The Klar project will ir- 
rigate 2,500 donums which 
used to depend on rain wat- 
er. . 
During the same period, 
health projects at a cost of 
ID.1,248,000 were complet- 
ed while work continues on 
projects | costing ID. 
20,896,000. 

These include a 100-deb 
hospital, six major health 
centres with 36 houses. 

This years projects incl- 
ude a huge hospital, a hea- 
Ith institute, a nursing sch- 
ool, a TB hospital, and an 
emergency ambulance cent- 
re, all in Sulaimaniya pro- 
vince. 

Further, a hospital will 
be built in Rania, major he- 
alth centres with 12 houses 
for medical employees; 

More than 25 houses for 
medical employees all over 
the province, in addition to 
branch health centres in se- 
veral tcwns, an insecticide 
warehouse, a drug wareho- 
use, and a general pharma- 
cy. 

Diyala 

Diyala province during 
the past 12 months comple- 
ted the construction of 38 
service projects, costing 
ID.38 million. The projects 
were casinos, restaurants, 
markets, garages, and small 
bridges. 











In addition, 900KM. of 
roads were repaved near 
the front lines and in urban 
and rural regions. 

The Jalawla bridge was 
built at a cost of ID.4 mill- 
ion. Work will start prese- 
ntly on two bridges in Baq- 
uba at a cost of ID.7.5 mill- 
ion, in addition to a number 
of small bridges all over the 
province at a cost of ID8 
million. 

On the other hand, the 
agricultural plan’s targets 
have been surpassed by 
105° regarding winter cr- 
ops, and 96° for summer 
crops. 

During the same period, 
17,000 land plots were sur- 
veyed prior to distribution 
to citizens. 


Many volunteers were 
trained on combat activities 
in the ranks of the Popular 
Army and have taken part 
in the battle. 8,892 volunte- 
ers of both sexes had joined 
civil defence teams. 

Some towns of Diyala pr- 
ovince were the target of 
the first Persian aggress- 
ion, especially Knanquin, 
Mandali and Naft-Khana. 

Diyala was also the star- 
ting point for Iraqi forces’ 
drive which had liberated 
Zein al-Qaws and_ Seif 
Sa’ad. 

(Arbil) 

Administrative and tech- 
nical units of Arbil provin- 
ce decided to commission th- 
ree working teams to level 
and pave streets of the pro- 
vince’s modern villages. 

In a meeting chaired by 
Governor Yahya Mohamm- 
ed Rashid progress made 
on projects currently under 
construction was also revi- 
ewed 

Arbil province council 
approved the province's 
municipalty’s budget for 
1982 totalling ID.5,668,268. 

The municipalty has bra- 
nehes in 7 administrative 
districts and 16 sub-distri- 
cts 
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The council also decided 
to attach Balk municipality 
to Diana district municip- 
ality. 

It was also decided that 
the Directorate of Munici- 
palities prepare designs 
and studies for building a 
spa at the Darmanawa mi- 
neral waters spring which 
is in Majmour district and 
build a road from the high- 
way to the spring. 

Out of a total of 126 pr- 
ojects which President 
Saddam Hussein had order- 
ed for Arbil province 26 
= been completed. 

Meanwhite“2~Tottow 


committee reviews projects 
being carried out in mod- 
ern villages. 

The committee in a rec- 
ent meeting chaired by ‘%o0- 


up 


vernor Yahya Mohammed | 
Rashid decided to hold tal- 


ks with contractors and the 


local engineering administ- 
ration to discuss obstacles | 


faced by them in carryin 
out their contracts. rite 

The 26 projects mention- 
ed earlier includes school 
buildings, headquarters for 
unions, and houses for sta- 
te employees. 

On the other hand, the 
autonomy Region Works 
and Housing Administrati- 
on. Department began buil- 
ding of 108 apartments in 
Arbil town, an islamic inst- 
itute with a hostel and a 
factory for repairing heav 
machines in Dohouk provi- 
nce and a National Union 
of Iraqi Students headquar- 
ters in Rania. 











ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


SAUDI ASSISTANCE TO SYRIA--In its second editorial, HATZOFE comments on the 
arms race in the Middle East. The paper says that reports have mentioned 
that Syria will receive espionage planes from the Soviet Union similar 

to the AWACS and that Saudi Arabia will finance the deal. ATZOFE says: 

Here we have Soviet-Saudi cooperation rushing to the assistance of Syria, 
which is one of the most intransigent the countries rejecting the peace 
process and all agreements for peace with Israel. [sentence as printed] 
HATZOFE adds: Saudi Arabia's decision to finance the Soviet arms deal with 
Syria is proof of Saudi Arabia's war intentions and confirms the course of 
the Saudi Arabia king and his amirs who on the one hand, try to get closer 
to the United States to obtain AWACS while on the other they concoct war 
conspiracies with Soviet cooperation, HATZOFE wonders: Will this development 
open the eyes of the U.S. administration in Washington and does this coopera- 
tion among Riyadh, Moscow and Damascus not expose the erroneous claims of 
those who say that the AWACS deal with Saudi Arabia will contribute to 
safeguarding the security of the United States and of Israel too? HATZOFE 
concludes: By deciding to equip Saudi Arabia with AWACS, the United States 
has renewed the arms race in the Middle East, a matter which unquestionably 
will not help to promote peace. [Text] [JN261125 Jerusalem Radio in Arabic 

to the Arab world 0530 GMT 26 Oct 81] 
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JORDAN 


COUNCIL OF MINISTERS APPROVES NEW DEVELOPMENT PLAN 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 41, 12 Oct 81 pp 2-3 


[Text } 


The Jordanian Council of Ministers last week approved 
Jordan's new 1981-86 development plan. The plan 
envisages the expenditure of some JD 3,300 million 
(about $11 billhon) over the next five years. 

According to Petra, the official news agency, 61] 
per cent of the total investment is to go to the central 
government and public institutions, while the private 
sector will receive 39 per cent. The plan concentrates 
on investment in commodity producing projects, public 
and social services, and infrastructure that will increase 
tne cconomic integration of Jordan with other Arab 
countries. It foresees an annual economic growth rate 
of 11 per cent. Under the plan, the government antici- 
pates exploring for natural oil and gas and extracting 
Shale oil to try and reduce the heavy bill Jordan pays 
for energy imports. 

Jordanian officials express moderate satisfaction 
with the performance of the country’s economy under 
the previous five-year plan (197680) which has just 
ended. Gross domestic product (GDP) based on current 
Wholesale prices rose from JD 269.4 million JD) 
$2.997) in 1975 to JD 762.4 million in 1980, repre- 
senting an average annual growth rate of about 23 per 
cent compared to the 12 per cent real growth rate en- 
visaged by the old plan. Gross national product (GNP) 
chinbed at an annual rate of 24.2 per cent during the 
sume penod 

Basil Jardanch, secretary-general of the National 
Planning Council. found overall investment “very en 
couraging.” Total investment was expected to eaceed 
the 197080 target of JD 705 million by as much as 30 
per cent, with the surplus coming mainly from private 
SUUTERS 

The 1976-80 plan focused on investment in industry, 
wuning for an annual growth rate of 26 per cent. How- 
ever, preliminary estimates put actual growth at about 
24 per cent. Three large schemes tor the production of 
potash. phosphates and fertilisers were included in the 
lust plan, but the results have been rather disappointing. 





Start-up delays have driven up costs by SO per cent 
in some cases and production bottlenecks have also 
taken their toll. In 1980, for example, phosphates pro- 
duction reached only 3.6 million tons compared with 
target of 5 million tons. Over the whole period, however. 
income from the industrial sector rose from JD 46.5 
million in 1975 to JD 154 million in 1980. 

The indications are that somewhat less pnority 
will be given to industrial development in the new 
five-year plan. Jordan’s planners see five factors affee- 
ting the economy which require structural change 
domestic revenues Contnpute too small a share of goverrrt 
ment finance. the population rs drifting trom the country - 
side to the cities, food production is lagging well behind 
domestic demand, imports of consumer goods are ag- 
vravating the trade deficit and credit, interest and 
investment policies arc allowing inflationary spending. 

Domestic revenuc has risen steadily from JD 107.6 
million in 1976 to JD 224.5 million in 1980, but its 
share of government expenditure has hovered at around 
41 per cent. Foreign aid and investment contribute 
over half of the budget and it is unlikely that the plan 
will be able to reduce this dependence significantly 
over the next five years. 

Remittances from Jordanians working abroad, 
mainly in the oil-rich Gulf states, which officially 
totalled JD 204.8 millon in 1980, These help to cover 
the visible trade deficit (JD 507 million in 1979). How- 
ever, the absence of 30 per cent of the labour force has 
led to a shortage of skilled labour at home as well as 
the presence of over 60,000 mainly unskilled foreign 


workers in Jordan. 

Planners are also concerned about the way in which 
the inflow of capital is spent. A high proportion goes 
on Juxury consumer goods or is invested in real estate, 
contributing to the construction boom witnessed around 
Amman in the past few years. A Jordanian economist 
belicves that intcrest rates should be raised to discourage 








mflatwonary credit and give preference to mvestinent mn 

e more productive than land purchase and con- 

traction, which currently account for 61 per cent of 
roial bank credits. 

Ihe new plan will cmphasise community develop 
ment im rural areas to stem the flow of people into the 
cities. It will also try to improve the performance of 
the agricultural sector, which did poorly in the 1976-80 
period. Agnculture’s share of GDP fell by nearly 2 per 
cent to 8.1 per cent in 1979, while the value of agri 
cultural production fell by about 6 per cent to JD 48 
million due to the effects of drought. Over the whole 
period, income from agriculture rose from JD 26 mil 
lion mm 1975 to JD 60 million in 1980. 

(ne of the specific projects envisaged by the plan is 
cae to draw between 160 and 250 million cubic metres 
of water a ycar from the Fuphrates River. The blue- 
print calls for the installation of a 6S0-kilometre long 
pipeline trom the Euphrates in Irag to Jordan, together 
with all the necessary pumping stations. The cost is 
estunated at about JDSO0 million 


The pla. also proposes the construction of a 150 

tre bovh dan on the Yannouk River for inigation 
and drinking water purposes. It is also planned to build 
@ 22 megawatt hydroclectric power station at the dam. 


Vocations for both projects have been made, but 
thes require the approval of the authorities in Syria 
hrough whose terntor the power and water lines will 

tu puss. Tf successful, the projects whould help to 
fMlovate the critical water problems facing Jordan, 


whos population is growing at the rate of 3.5 per cent 


In peneral, the plan lays emphasis on giving atten- 
thom ta the basic needs of the Jordanian cityen and on 


. ~ 
I me of th hvraeans between nich and poor, 
wy and countnm., that the previous plan with its stress 
n investinent and mndustnalisation may have exacer- 
ted 
\u 
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KUWAIT 


EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT'S SPEECH REPORTED 

LD151208 Kuwait KUNA in English 1054 GMT 15 Oct 81 

[From the press review] 

[Text] AR-RA'Y AL-'AMM on the speech of the Egyptian president: 


"Out of courtesy at least, the first official speech of a new president of 
Arab Egypt should include a look forward or a (?word) to emphasise Egypt's 
links with the Arab countries and (an intention) to place these links in the 
proper frame. But it remains that the heir (President Husni Mubarak) inherited 
this feeling of superiority over the Arabs, of having the Egyptian leadership 
right all the way and Arabs as wrong all the time from his predecessor 

(Anwar al-Sadat). 


"The instantaneous conclusion is that Egyptian President Husni Mubarak was not 
left free to be able to extend the hand to his Arab brothers, as we hoped. The 
U.S. left the man with no alternative, that is if we suppose he himslf really 
wished to have a free choice. 


"Egypt lost this will since the time the hand of Kissinger touched it on the 
eve of al-Sadat's accession to office. Since then it never let loose (Egypt's) 
neck. The worst thing committed by this sinful hand was its (?destruction) of 
the sacredness of the Arab (?line above) anything else. 


"Before some time, there was still some avoidance of (?openly) expressing the real 
feelings held by Arab rulers towards each other. Presently, we are witnessing 

a horrible kind of frankness with regard to (their) commitment to the American 
policies. An Arab could not possibly find anything to his advantage in these 
policies but it seems when they (rulers) started their presumption they based 

it on the belief that this Arab nation is dead, murdered or has been neutralized 
and put in seclusion. 


CSO: 4400/25 


48 








KUWAIT 


EGYPTIAN SITUATION AFTER AL-SADAT VIEWED 
LD141240 Kuwait KUNA in English [no time given] 14 Oct 81 
["Extracts" from Kuwaiti newspaper editorials 14 October] 


[Text] Kuwait, 14 Oct (KUNA)--AL-ANBA' on the policy of the Sudanese president: : 
It seems that Sudanese President Ja'far Numayri is determined to draw himself 

to the American stale waters. He called on Washington to arm his forces. 

Washington promptly agreed and airlifted oppressive weapons. Numayri surely 

knows that had he requested these arms to fight Israel he wouldn't have received 

a singie bullet and his warehouses wouldn't have contained a single rifle. 


"The policy being adopted by President Numayri, in addition to the positive 
Americar. response (to it) following the American-Israeli strategic alliance, 
affirm that we have joined the power struggle between the two big camps. 

The one to pay the price would be the one who stands with the United States in 
an al-Sadat-like loyalty and discipline. 


"We wish that President Numayri realizes what every ruler on earth should 

realize of the facts, the greatest of which is what he eyewitnessed on 

October 6. We wish that he and the others understand that the regime, any 

regime, remains strong as much as it expresses the will, the ambitions and 
aspirations of the people, and as much as it abides by the principles of 

freedom, progress and struggle for the liberation of the land and the human being. 


"Neither the United States, nor the Soviet Union are able to strike at the will 
of the people or to firmly establish the authority of a ruler when the sultan's 
throne (his authority) is composed of the spears of the retinue and the 
intelligence service. 


"God is the witness; we wished that Numayri goes where his policy takes him. 
But it is the will of the people who decide upon the fate of he who assumes 

the road of the camp, who considers fighting the Arab identity as an aim and 
who holds tumbling under Washington's feet as his slogan." 


AL-WATAN on the new Egyptian president: 


"What can Hucni Mubarak do on the internal level in Egypt? To answer this question 
one must consider that the Israeli withdrawal from Sinai will remain the greatest 
concern of the new Egyptian president. His eyes will be fixed on April 1982 and 

he will calculate the effect of every move he makes on this awaited date. 
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"One must also consider that Husni Mubarak does not have a free hand in ruling 
Egypt. The Americans currently represent a huge weight inside the Egyptian 
life, policy, economy and security apparatuses. The size of the American 
authority in Egypt was explicitly indicated in the American press during the 
last few days. It was also represented in the high-ranking American delegation 
who participated in al-Sadat's funeral. 


"It was obvious from the first moment that the Americans are in support of 
Husni Mubarak. At the same time there is no political force inside Egypt 

that is capable of threatening his rule. Such a thing could enable Husni 
Mubarak to move within the space available for him and in the amount that does 
not necessarily cause a clash with the Israeli withdrawl date, nor with the 
American hegemony forced on Egypt since al-Sadat's time. 


"Inside Egypt, the constitutional establishments of al-Sadat are extremely 
lenient; the opposition forces on the other hand can cause trouble but they 
did not develop enough to be able to rock the foundations of the regime or to 
make upheavals. In addition, the extremist Islamic groups cannot participate 
except in the riots that do not threaten the whole regime. As for the army 
and the security apparatus, which is the power to be reckoned with, they were 
until recently the responsibility of Husni Mubarak. This has enabled him to 
guarantee the loyalty of their leadership. 


"Since this is the case, the matter is completely dependent on the personality 
of Husni Mubarak and his personal traits would play a decisive role (in 
shaping things). 


"Incidentally, the Egyptian newspaper AL-AHRAM while reviewing Mubarak's personality 
Monday said ‘he was able to seclude himself from such circumstances of political 
corruption and manipulation through which the country was passing at some 

periods of time." 


"Another trait that could be counted to work in favour of the new president is 
that he has no opponents in the Egyptian political circles since he entered 
the political arena only in 1975." 


AL-QABAS' in the same subject: 


"Jamal Abd al-Nasir was ‘a leader.' Anwar al-Sadat was 'the head of the family.' 
hat would Husni Mubarak turn out to be? 


"The traits and qualitications of leadership are born overnight. Besides, we have 
passed the age of giants and great leaders. In addition, Mubarak himself does 

not aspire to be one. His ambition was co be the president of the Republic of 
Egypt. Since he has got what he wanted, he presently looks forward to prove 

his worthiness of the presidency and his ability to command its steering wheel 
successfully. 


‘Yt is for sure Husni Mubarak will not give himself the title of 'the head of the 


tamily' since this is only an imaginary description fit for running the affairs 
of a family or maybe a small village. 
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"lf Husni Mubarak wishes to be logical with himself and with the Egyptian 
people he should choese for himself the method of a ‘constitutional president 
of the state’ who exercises the presidential authority but at the same time 
respects the constitution and follows its provisions, implements the principle 
of the prevalance of law in action not in words, and respects the viewpoints 

of all the constitutional, partisan and trade union establishments in the state. 


"President Husni Mubarak has got an unprecedented chance to gain from the 
lessons of the period of al-Sadat. With the beginning of a new era, people are 
usually more prepared to accept change and to react to it. 


"If Husni Mubarak is serious in listening to the voice of reason and to adopt 
the wise policy in order to move with Egypt to the safe side, he has to open 
the door for a real exercise of democracy is the constitutional fence that 
protects the regime and not the security apparatus." 


KUWAIT TIMES on extremism: 


"It hardly needs to be overemphasised that extremism with its concomitant 
intolerance has been responsible for much bloodshed in several countries, Iran 
being a most glaring example. Whether it is practiced by so-called Islamic 
fundamentalists or any force pitched in opposition to it, extremism is an 
adventure not worth the merchandise, 


"In the case of Egypt, while Islamic fundamentalists are blamed for their 
fanaticism the attitudes on the other side are no more balanced. It is reported, 
for example, that students with beards are barred, under a government order, from 
attending classes in the university at Cairo, and so are girls with heuab. 

Veiled women were scornfully described by the late president al-Sadat as ‘moving 
tents.' This is a manifestation of a form of negative extremism which can only 
give a lever in the hands of other extremists to exploit popular sentiments 
without delivering any positive good. The leaders of the new regime in Cairo 


will do well to take to moderation and tolerance rather than be panicked into 
more drastic actions." 


AR-RA'Y AL-'AMM on the besieged Palestinian figure: 


"All of them, from Japan to Washington through Western Europe, want Yasir ‘Arafat 
to recognize Israel so that they (in turn) can recognize the Palestine 

Liberation Organization. All of them head towards the Arab side whom they 
suppose is more inclined to making compromises. Their belief is based on 
experience (which proved) the Arab side is so simple it remains vulnerable co 
deceit al] the time. 


"They never head to nor request anything from Israel. [sentence as received] 
Israel is as it is and as they want it to be: in the same position and with the 
same power. 














"What are the guarantees? And how can this recognition of Israel come about 
when that country does not provide one clue that it will recognize any of the 
legal rights of the Palestinian people, not to mention its occupation of other 
Arab territories in the Golan Heights and Lebanon. 


"It is the belief of Israel that it should receive the Palestinian recognition 


first so that it can start its ‘second historic thrust’ towards the Euphrates-- 
the Euphrates of oil in this contemporary situation." 
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KUWAIT 


FREEDOM OF EGYPTIAN PRESS URGED 
LD151256 Kuwait KUNA in English 1107 GMT 15 Oct 81 
[From the press review] 


[Text] Kuwait, 15 Oct (KUNA)--The Egyptian press started to beat the drums of 
hypocrisy for the new Egyptian president. In addition, it has become keen on 
putting Husni Mubarak in the ‘mould’ of al-Sadat and on tying him to this mould 
so as not to allow the new president to even slightly deviate from his 
(predecessor's) line. The Egyptian press has thus fallen in for two big mistakes. 


"The Egyptian press has never witnessed a period of deterioration and decline 
such as the one it passed through during al-Sadat's time. The highly qualified 
Egyptian press people were banned from writing and the professional press 
cadres were ousted from their posts, and the platform was left empty except 

for hypocrites and profiteers belonging to the regime. 


"The former Egyptian president placed at the top a group of hypocrite editors 
good for nothing except to exaggerate praise and support of the president and 
place an aura of illusionary leadership around his personality as if he was 
the messenger of God on earth, 


"Meantime the measures to be taken by the new president towards the press will 
be an important indicator of his style of running the country and in directing 
the steering wheel of its policy in all fields. 


"President Mubarak has but two alternatives: the first is to leave the press 
situation the way it is and by doing so, (he will allow) the Egyptian press to 
continue its decline and with it they fall to the abyss of the Egyptian policy. 
The second alternative is to carry on a purge and reform campaign. This campaign 
is to be set in four directions: the first would be to release the detained 
journalists, to reappoint them in their posts and to allow free writing and 
balanced criticism. The second would be to oust top people in the Egyptian 
newspapers and magazines and replace them with honest national leadership that 
is provided with the authority to act and move. The third would be to allow 
opposition parties to publish their journals to balance the official press 
without exercising any pressure on them. And fourth would be to introduce 

a healthy atmosphere for the press whereby journalists would feel free to write. 
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KUWAIT 


BRIEFS 


NEW ROLE FOR EGYPT--AL-SIYASAH on a new role for Egypt: "According to some 
observers, that role would have been better timed if (?it had) occurred after 
the Israeli withdrawal from Sinai. Others believe it is now high time for that 
role. Some others maintain the Arab world was of al-Sadat's opinion but without 
al-Sadat. "Now Egypt is without al-Sadat. "He played his part and passed away 
as a hero in the eyes of Western countries and as a traitor in the eyes of 
Arabs, some of whom stand neutral in anticipation of the verdict of history. 
"Egypt is now without al-Sadat and Husni Mubarak is to be the new president. 
"If Mubarak manages to maintain his country's peace and guard Egypt against 

the unknown, a new political and economic role will be assumed by that country 
of the River Nile. 'What matters now is that Egypt should be internally 

stable and the outside pressure against it should be ended with al-Sadat's 
death. "The Western world should now realize that Egypt would be a regional 
power capable, at the military and economic levels, of spreading its political 
views inside the Middle East area. Israel should, meanwhile, give up its 
endless ambitions, so that it may not kill its people as happened during the 
days of Hitler." [Text] [LD151228 Kuwait KUNA in English 1111 GMT 15 Oct 81] 
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FOREIGN MERCENARIES IN SOUTH LEBANON 


LEBANON 


London 8 DAYS in English No 36, 12 Sep 81 p 4 


[Article by Jeff Aronson] 


[Text ] 


A VERY BORED Tim McGrady passes his 
days ui-vventfully in the southern Lebanese 
town of Marjyyoun, drinking cold beer and 
hoping impatiently for an end to the cease- 
fire arranged between Israel and the PLO in 
July 

McGrady, 26 and a US citizen, is a 
mercenary, 2 veteran of the Rhodesian and 
Namibian wars where he fought for the rul- 
ing whites. He arr::ed on 20 August at the 
headquarters of the Lebanese renegade 
Major Saad Haddad. In the last few months, 
ten or so others have joined McGrady at the 
abandoned schoolhouse in the centre of 
Marjvoun, which «erves as their barracks. 
At least two Americans, one Canadian, an 
Englishman and a Frenchman are rep- 
resented. They are ‘soldiers of fortune’ who 
have journeyed to Haddad’s South Leba- 
non for the *hi.} ..!-enture’ of combat. 

Haddad has not mounted a_ formal 
recruitment drive ‘3 attract such people to 
his side, nor ts he abie to pay them more 
than ‘beer and cigarette money — about 
$125 a month. Growing Shiite participation 
in Haddad’s 1,500-man militia, now reach- 
ing upwards of 50 per cent, and the ever- 
ready support from Israeli troops, makes a 
serious effort to recruit foreign mercenaries 
unnecessary. Namibia and El Salvador are 
inany case more glamorous theatres of vio- 
lence for the Victnam veterans and Foreign 
Legionnaires spoiling for a new fight. 

Two of the mercenaries claim that they 
contacted Haddad on their own initiative. 
This was confirmed by Frances Rizik, Had- 
dad's unofficially official spokesman, who 
calls the mercenaries ‘volunteers contacted 
during his daily rounds on the Isracli side of 
the border. The Hebrew speaking Rizik 
explained that the ‘volunteers’ are “happy to 
do their duty’ and he hopes that more will 
come to fight 

MeGrady 


remembers reading im a 
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magazine — one like Soldier of Fortune or 
Mercenary — that Haddad could be 
reached by mail care of the Israchi-operated 
‘good fence’ border crossing at Metulla, 
Isracl. The young American, tired of his 
9-10-5 job at a furniture factory, wrote to 
Haddad, who welcomed his offer. 

Tim Guay, a former medic in the Cana- 
dian army, heard about Haddad ‘on a TV 
programme of the * 700 Club” — a religious 
thing.’ Haddad is a favourite subject of the 
American ‘Bible Belt’, where ‘born-again’ 
evangelists sing his praises as an embattled 
defender of Christian civilisation. Guay has 
been in Marjyoun since 19 May, also. like 
McGrady, waiting anxiously for the ever- 
possible breakdown of the seven-week 
ceasefire. 

Both Guay and McGrady explain that 
with Haddad’s ‘acceptance’ letter in hand, 
they travelled at their own expense to South 
Lebanon via Israel's Ben Gurion airport. 
Clearing Israeli customs as tourists, they 
proceeded to Metulla where the Israeli 
army (IDF) permitted them to cross the 
tightly-controlled border into Haddad's 
enclave. 

One IDF spokesman, asked by 8 Days to 
confirm that the men had indeed been 
allowed to cross the border and to remain in 
Lebanon, denied official complicity, mak- 
ing the unusual claim that they might have 
crossed the electronically wired and mined 
border into Lebanon ‘without the know- 
ledge of the Israeli authorities’. ‘If they 
went across the border and not from 
Beirut, he continued, ‘they had to do it on 
their own. To those familiar with the strict 
control Israel exercises over all movement 
on its northern border, particularly that of 
foreigners, such explanations are unten- 
able. A second and more senior IDF 
spokesman was more circumspect, refusing 
all substantive comment on the issue. 














Western embassy officials expressed 
pained surprise that their nationals were 
fighting as mercenaries on Lebanese soil 
and that Israel had knowingly offered them 
passage to do so. Taken aback at first. after 
quick consultations, the US spokesman 
turned decidedly low-key. He noted that 
while the embassy was not otherwise aware 
of the rssue. “it wouldn't surprise anvbods 
Its hard to get too excited about nt. He 
added: “1 don't think we'll be bringing 1 up 
(with Israel) at this point. 

A Canadian diplomat was more visibly 
upset. Offering a candid off-the-record 
assessment. the official said: * Politically it is 
alousy idea — notthe kind of contribution a 
Canadian private’ or publicly should be 
making He explaincu wat Canadian law 
makes it a criminal offence to serve in an 
army fighting the forces of a state triendly to 
Canada. He admitted however that the 
current realities in Lebanon would make 
prosecution difficult 
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WAR INSURANCE OFFERED 


London 8 DAYS in English No 35, 5 Sep 81 pp 46-47 


| Text ] 


CSO: 


SIX Lebanese insurance companies have 
taken the unprecedented step of offering 
coverage on homes and Cars against war 
risks in their country. Commercial under- 
writers have to date been prepared to insure 
only life and maritime transport against 
such risks. 

According to Lebanese insurance circles, 
the initiative to provide such a service was 
taken by the country’s leading insurance 
company. Societe Nationale d’Assur- 
ances. SNA decided to pool its resources 
with five other local companies to introduce 
this scheme to plug a gap in the insurance 
market. 

Industrial and commercial establish- 
ments have had the help of the government 
in this area since 1977, when it set up the 
Institute for the Guarantee of Investments 
to contribute towards their war-risks insur- 
ance coverage. Unul then, private-sector 
insurance companies alone had written such 
cover. 

Wakim said that the scheme’s pool will 
operate on the nasts of mutuality, and will 
provide a limited insurance for cars and 
homes owned by Lebanese citizens. A limit 
of Leb £30,000 ($6,500). or 80 per cent of 
the goods’ value (whichever is the lower), 
has been set. Maximum liability for an indi- 
vidual insurance company would thus be 
just over $1,000 per claim. 

The other companies involved in the pool 
are a8 follows: Prosperity Insurance Com- 
pany, Fidelity Insurance & Reinsurance 
Company, Compagnie d Assurances et de 
Reassurances du Liban et du Monde 
Arabe (Libano-Arabe), Societe 
Arabo-Europeenne d'’Assurances et de 
Reassurances, and Arab Universal Com- 
pany Inc and Reins. | 

However, not all the Lebanese insurance 
companies are convinced of the scheme’s 
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validity. Albert Agiqi, managing director of 
Nisr in Beirut, which is not one of the com- 
panies in the pool, said: “The reason for 
providing such a scheme is to attract other 
classes of insurance. (It) would act like a 
window dressing. 

Aqiqi considers it would be catastrophic 
for the companies in the event of an 
extended war, such as the one in 1976, or 
another air attack by the Israelis. He added 
that his company did not join in because it 
complies with the Waterborne Agreement 
of August 1976. 

This agreement states that war coverage 
is writtcn only in terms of the official clauses 
produced by Lloyds and the Institute of 
London Underwriters, which restrict it to 
goods on board a vessel and do provide for 
war-risks cover for goods on dry land. 
Insurance circles believe that some of the 
participating companies had also declared 
their adherence to the agreement. 

This sort of dilemma extends to the insur- 
ance companies in the West who have been 
trying for five years to frame policies cover- 
ing political risks. A Lloyd's spokesman in 
London has said that no definite formula 
has been agreed upon, but a variety of 
political-risks policies are offered. 

Investment Insurance International, a 
Hogg Robinson subsidiary, specialises in 
this type of policy. And a company spokes- 
man has told 8 Days that political risks cov- 
ers things such as war damage and its effect 
on trade. They also include the confiscation 
of assets, inconvertibility of dividends, riot 
and malicious damage, as well as many ver- 
sions of interference in free trade up to 
expropriation. 

But, as one insurer in Lebanon com- 
mented, political-risks coverge does not 
help the Lebanese — it only helps western 
companies with interests in politically un- 
stable countries. The new Lebanese scheme 
is aimed to help the Lebanese themselves. 
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MEA AIRBUS DECISION EMMINENT 


London 8 DAYS in English No 36, 12 Sep 81 p 48 
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[Article by Lionel Peters] 


[Text] MIDDLE EAST AIRLINES (MEA) will 


soon be making its mind up on whether to 
go ahead with its plans to order five Euro- 
pean Airbuses. The decision has been 
shelved since April this year when the sign- 
ing of two syndicated eurocredits planned 
for 30 April in Paris was suddenly cancel- 
led. Dwindling revenues and continued 
fighting in Lebanon was MEA’s reason for 
the: ncellation. However, MEA hasstill to 
inform the banks whether it wants the Air- 
buses .. not. The banks have been surpris- 
ingly patient with MEA, reflecting the air- 
line's sernational reputation. Any banker 
who »4s travelled around the Middle East 
on St:ccle East Airlines certainly can't 
doubt that it is the best airline serving the 
region. 

MEA must decide by the end of Sep- 
tember 1 both credits will be cancelled. 
One banker, closely connected with the 
loans already thinks that will be the most 
likely outcome. The terms, particularly on 
the $70m loan, were very generous to the 
borrower. 

Terms and conditions are as follows: 
maturity 10 vears at '2‘ above London 
Interbank Offered Rate (Libor). Lead 
managers: Credit Lyonnais (responsible for 
loan documentation). Intra-Investment 
Bank Company SAL. Gulf International 
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Bank (responsible for the running of the 
books), Union de Banques Arabes et Fran- 
caises, Arab Bank Investment Company, 
Banque Libano-Francaise SAL, Banque de 
Paris et des Pays-Bas, Chemical Bank, Cre- 
dit Commercial de France, Midland Bank 
Limited and Societe Generale. 

Managers: Allied Arab Bank, Bank 
Almashrek SAL, Banque Audi SAL, Byb- 
los Bank SAL, Libyan Arab Foreign Bank, 
Manufacturers Hanover Trust, Arab 
Investment Company and British Bank of 
the Middle East. Participants: Banque du 
Credit Populaire, Chase Manhattan Bank, 
Societe Nouvelle de la Banque de Syrie et 
du Liban, Arab Libyan Tunisian Bank, 
Banque G. Trad, Fransa Bank SAL, Societe 
Generale Libano Exuropeenne, Universal 
Bank. Bank Sardar SAL, Rifbank SAL, 
Swiss Bank Corporation and Credit 
Libanais SAL. Fees: Management fee was 
¥e% with commitment fee of %% on the 
undrawn portion and Ye % on the remain- 
der. Participation fees were Ys % for $1m, 
3/16% for $2m and “%% for $3m. 

As the list of banks suggests, the syndi- 
cate is truly international, listing some of 
the major lending banks in the euromarkets 
as well as Arab banks from all over the 
Middle East, including many from Lebanon 
itself. 

The other credit was an export credit for 
$350m. which is guaranteed by French, 
West German and British govermment- 
backed export credit agencies. Lead mana- 
gers were Dresdner Bank AG, Credit 
Lyonnais and Midland Bank Limited — all 





experts at European Airbus financing. 

One Arab borrower that isn't cancelling 
any loans but is increasing them ts the Saudi 
Arabian borrower Ali & Fahd Shobokshi 
Group of Companies. In June, it borrowed 
$!00m in three tranches from a mainly 
Arab bank syndicate that was lead managed 
by Al Bahrain Arab African Bank and 
Saudi National Commercial Bank in 
Bahrain, which is wholly owned by the 
National Commercial Bank in Saudi 
Arabia. 

The first tranche of $30m incorporated 
bid bonds, performance bonds and advance 
payment guarantees with a guarantee 
commission of %% for a period of six 
months: the second was for $50m which was 
a letter of credit with commission of '4%., 
also for six months: the third was a term 

“loan for the remaining $20m at 1% over 
Bahrain Interbank Offered Rate (Bibor) 
for three years. Now Arab Latin American 
Bank (Arlabank) in Bahrain has confirmed 
the completion of another facility for the 
same borrower, this time for $20m and 
again in tranches. 

Another Saudi Arabian borrower has 
also recently used the euromarkets. Pool 
Arabia Limited has borrowed $40.5m from 
a consortium of international banks lead 
managed by Citicorp Internationa, "ork 
Linuted in London. The terms were seven 
vears at 78°. The borrower has two vears 
grace to repay the loan and then it must be 
repaid in 1] equal six monthly instalments. 
Pool Arabia will drawdown the loan over 18 
months. 
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LIBYA 


JUSTICE SECRETARY HOLDS PRESS CONFERENCE IN KUWAIT 
LD191856 Tripoli JANA in English 1412 GMT 19 Oct 81 
[Quotation marks as received] 


[Text] Kuwait, 19 Oct (JANA)--Mr Muhammad al-Zuwayy, the secretary of the general 
people's committee for justice, said that Kuwait and the Jamahiriyah's viewpoints 
conceruing the current Arab situation and the latest developments in Egypt, are | 
identical. Both countries strongly condemn the U.S.-imperialist-Zionist attack on 
Egypt and to completely pull her out of the Arab-Zionist conflict. 


Mr al-Zuwayy added in his press conference held in Kuwait yesterday, that U.S. 
imperialism is now trying to use Egypt as its new strategic base in addition to its 
main base-~-Israel--and to strike at any progressive Arab tendency aimed at unifying 
the Arab nation and exerting national efforts to regain usurped rights. 


He added, "We are agreed on the necessity to help Egypt gain her natural position 
in the Arab nation. This means that the new president should give up all treacher- 
ous policies carried out previously by al-Sadat. These policies were aimed at 
isolating Egypt from the rest of the Arab world and putting her under direct U.S. 
imperialist domination. 


Mr al-Zuwayy said, "During my meeting with the Kuwaiti amir, we both agreed that 

the Numaryi-Begin meeting which took place after al-Sadat's funeral procession, 

came as a natural result to the Numayri policies which placed Sudan under imperialist 
domination just like what al-Sadat had cone." 


He added, “The amir of Kuwait responded positively to our view on U.S. provocations 
against the Libyan people which are aimed at silencing the progressive Arab voice." 


On the hysteric provocations of Numayri against Libya, Mr al-Zuwayy said: "There 
is no problem between the Jamahiriyah and Sudan, it is only Numayri's attempts to 
impose the murderer Habri on the Chadian people." 


He pointed out that the Jamahiriyah considered the Numayri-Begin meeting as high 
treason and that the Arab nation should strongly oppose it and deal with Numayri 
in the same way it had previously dealt with al~Sadat. 


He added: "We believe that as a result of al-Sadat's execution, Numayri was gripped 
by hysteria making him lose his senses." 
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He reminded his audience of Colonel al-Qadhdhafi's speech on October 5 in Sebha, 
one day before al-Sadat's death. In it, Colonel al-Qadhdhafi had said that Numayri 
is a sick man who is relying on a dead man. 


No wonder, he added, that Numayri has been stricken by hysteria: "He is trying all 
in his power to maintain his regime in Sudan. We challenge him in maintaining his 
tottering regime.” 


On the Aden treaty, Mr al-Zuwayy said the treaty is designed to enhance the ability 
of progressive forces in confronting the savage U.S. imperialist onslaught against 
the Arab nation, and Zionist infiltration into Africa. 


He said only Arab unity can guarantee the liquidation of the U.S. colonialist pres- 
ence and Zionism. This, he added, is what revolutionaries in the Jamahiriyah are 
Striving for and what the U.S. is seeking to abort by armed force...." 


Mr al-Zuwayy added: "It is our right to call on the new regime in Egypt to bury all 
previous treacherous agreements and treaties and to bring Egypt back to her natural 
position. It will then be its right to get our support to back it with all our 
resources.'' Our call on Egypt to retain her position is clear. We do not want 
Egypt to come to us as' a Trojan horse carrying imperialist-Zionist seeds. Egypt 
which we are inviting is the Egypt of Arabism and struggle and national liberation. 


Mr al-Zuwayy added that the colonialist achievement has resulted in the setting up 
of a pact which includes Egypt, Sudan, Somalia and Oman. This pact is aimed at the 
Arab nation and not just only at the steadfastness and confrontation front and the 
treaty of Aden as some people like to put it. 


He added that Aden treaty came to consolidate the capabilities of the progressive 
forces and to confront the U.S. imperialist attack on the Arab people and also to 
confront Zionist infiltration in Africa. 


He added, "The U.S. does not take anybody as a friend unless he becomes her agent." 


He went on to say that the only solution to all the dangers that are facing the 
Arab nation is Arab unity. This unity means the end of the U.S.-Zionist colonial- 
ist presence. This is what revolutionary in the Jamahiriyah are fighting for and 
the U.S. is trying to abort by force. 


He said: "We are a progressive revolutionary force that believes theie is no 
excuse for us not to confront those who oppose our nation and its expectations.... 
We are ready to die in defence of our nation's honour and its civilizational mes- 
sage that calls for the creation of a new world of peace and love, free of hatred 
and envy.... This is the message of Islam...." 


He added: "American is fighting us with all its political, economic and military 
capabilities.... It has recently started issuing threats to oil companies not to 
buy or market Libyan oil and to impose an economic embargo on our country. 


This proves that we are a source of worry for America and that we are an obstacle to 
its designs in the region.... Libyan oil is not, if used alone, an effective weapon 
against America. But Arab oil is an economic weapon in our possession that we can 
use in fighting America...." 
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Mr al-Zuwayy expressed regret that some Arab countries are fighting Libya by proxy 
for America and Israel. He said this is being done by the freezing of oil prices 
and creating a glut on the world oil market. 


On the attitude of the steadfastness and confrontation front vis-a-vis provocations 
against the Jamahiriyah, Mr al-—Zuwayy said any aggression on Libya is considered an 
attack on other steadfastness front countries and vice versa. He said he is certain 
that even other Arab countries will support the Jamahiriyah, because they know that 
aggression on Libya can only come from the U.S. or one of its hireling puppet re- 
gimes. 


On calls for inviting the Egypt [as received] to the forthcoming Arab summit con- 
ference, Mr al-Zuwayy said Egypt's invitation to the conference, with the country's 
continued adherence to previous commitments, is unacceptable, because it not only 
lets down the Arab nation but the Egyptian people also, who totally reject the Camp 
David accords.... 


He added: "We trust the Egyptian people who are fired by the spirit of the revolu- 
tion and positive action, in spite of efforts to belittle their capabilities.... 

We revolutionaries have good reason to be optimistic in placing our faith in the 
peops. Victory is always the ally of peoples...." 


Regarding unity between the Jamahiriyah and Syria, Mr al-Zuwayy saidi "This unity 
is going ahead as planned and there is complete coordination between us on various 
issues...." 


On Colone1]Mu' ammar al-Qadhdhafi's national call for exerting all Arab efforts, 

Mr al-Zuwayy said that "We are actively working to put an end to attrition between 
Morocco and the Polisario Front. The Jamahiriyah did not supply the front with wea- 
pons against Morocco. Our Moroccan brothers are aware of that as we have direct 
contacts with them." 


The aim of Colonel al-Qadhdhafi's national call to concentrate Arab national re- 
sources for our battle against the Zionists and the Americans, he added: 


"We have contacted our brothers in Iran and Iraq in order to put an end to their 
armed confrontation and to solve their differences through peaceful means. This 
war is a great loss for the Arab nation. We are now trying to stop this attrition 
and to reach an agreement and national reconciliation." 


Finally, Mr al-Zuwayy said that the return of Egypt to the Arab nation will put the 
fire out. This fire was first started by al-Sadat's capitulation. 


He finally expressed confidence that the Egyptian brothers are capable of reinte- 
gration with the Arab nation. 
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LIBYA 


BRIEFS 


ANTI-ZIONIST RADIO IN PARIS--Paris--Libya has been taking action to set up an anti- 
Zionist radio station in Paris with the aim of broadcasting Palestinian and anti- 
Jewish propaganda. French circles have disclosed that Colonel al-Qadhdhafi had 
dispatched to Paris an envoy who had proposed to anti-Semitic and anti-Israeli cir- 
cles to finance a free radio station. The envoy already brought along 200,000 
francs. Among others, he contacted those who had waged a struggle for (Robert 
Poirisson), who claims that the nazi crimes were invented by Zionist propaganda. 
One of the goals of this radio station will be to jam the Jewish radio station, 
"Radio J" of the (nouveau Juive). In addition to this radio station, two addition- 
al Jewish stations will be opened, one affiliated with the Jewish Socialist Fund, 
whose president is Guy de Rothschild. [Text] [TA251119 Tel Aviv ‘AL HAMISHMAR in 
Hebrew 25 Oct 81 p 1] 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


BRIEFS 


OIC PEACE PLAN--Paris, 15 Oct (SPA)--The secretary general of the Organization 

of Islamic Conference (OIC), Mr Habib Chatti, today reiterated that Crown Prince 
Fahd's Middle East peace plan could serve as a construction platform for realising 
comprehensive and just peace in the region. He commended Prince Fahd's eight- 
point formula and said it could ensure an independent state for the Palestinian 
peoples with Jerusalem as its capital. Addressing the meetings of the Society 

of Islam and West here [as received], Mr Chatti hailed the stand of the French 
president, Mr Francois Mitterrand, calling for recognising the legitimate rights 
of the Palestinian people and their right to establish their om state. Reviewing 
the progress of relations between the Islamic world and the West, Mr Chatti hailed 
the responsibilities shouldered by the society in depicting a true picture of 
Islam in the Western world and its successful attempts to defeat the enemy 
campaigns of discrediting and creating doubts on Islam. [Text] [LD152112 

Riyadh SPA in English 1914 GMT 15 Oct 81] 
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SYRIA 


BRIEFS 


PLANS TO INCREASE GNP--Syria plans to increase its GNP by an annual 8.5 per 
cent during the current Five Year Plan of 1981-1985, to reach $33.7bn in 1985 
from $22.4bn in 1980, according to Prime Minister Abdul Rauf al Kasn. Announc- 
ing the figures for the current Plan, he noted that the previous plan had 
achieved an average annual growth rate of six per cent, only half of the 
targeted rate. In the same 1981-1985 period, imports are scheduled to rise 

by an annual 3.4 per cent to $5.5bn, and exports are set to increase by 

6.5 per cent to $3.8bn. [Text] [London 8 DAYS in English No 35, 5 Sep 81 p 47] 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


PAPERS COMMENT ON DETERIORATING ARAB SITUATION 
GF151840 Manama GULF NEWS AGENCY in English 1550 GMT 15 Oct 81 


[fext] Abu Dhabi, 15 Oct (GNA)--The Amirates Press Thursday accused the 
United States of pushing Egypt and the Sudan to go to war against Libya and 
urged the Arab states to move fast to avert the deteriorating situation 

in North Africa. 


The tiery statements from Cairo, Khartoum and Tripoli indicate that the situation 
is deteriorating in that part of the Arab world and is likely to lead to an 
armed conflict between the Arab brothers, AL-BAYAN daily said. 


"Judging by the reactions of the two superpowers, the game is not confined to 
the three Arab nations alone but is in settlement of old and future accounts 
between the two giants at the expense of a dear part of the Arab world," the 
Gulf paper said editorially. 


AL-BAYAN warned that the crisis threatens the very existence of the Arab nation 
and said that the only logical and sound response is for the Arabs to "hasten 
to put out the fire before it spreads to other parts” of the Arab world. 


AL-WAHDAH daily said that the American designs "to Arabize the conflict in the 
Middle East are about to succeed" and referred to the armed conflict in Lebanon 
and the brink of war which Jordan and Syria reached recently as examples of the 
success of the American designs in the region, 


The paper affirmed that "the ugly face of America is behind all disturbances 
because it is the principal beneficiary, and its eternal adherence to the 
Zionist state makes it imperative on Washington not to allow the Arabs a chance 
to catch their breath and take a close look at the dangers which threaten their 
security.” 


America might succeed if the Arabs do not hasten to bridge the gap and achieve 
a minimum level of solidarity before the coming Arab summit is held next month, 
AL-WAHDAH said editorially. 


A third Amirate newspaper, AL-FAJR, described the situation as "very grave" and 
regretted the heated Arab confrontations at the time when their main cause 
remained unsettled and Israel pursued its aggressions against the Arabs everywhere. 








AL-FAJR said "The developments in the Arab world are a serious escalation of 
rivalry between the two giants, who are driving us to fight their wars for 
them" and urged the disputing Arab states to exercise self-restraint and place 
the higher interests of the Arab nation above all considerations. 


AL-ITTIHAD only expressed similar regrets at the imminent war between the 
Egyptians and Sudanese on the one hand and the Libyans on the other, all of 
whom are members of the 'Tripoli charter,’ which never saw the light of day. 
The paper accused the United States of engineering the armed conflict between 
the Arab brothers. 


The paper warned that if war broke out in North Africa, it would not be confined 
to the three Arab states alone but would drag others in. 


AL-ITTIHAD appealed to the Arabs to avert the imminent war [words indistinct] by 
foiling it and [words indistinct] "cowboy" from enjoying the scenes of shells 
and bloodshed in a dear part of the Arab world. 


AL-KHALIJ daily said the invasion of Libya, which Washington and some other 

Arab capitals talk about, is part of a long range American-lsraeli plan to 
dominate the whole Arab region in the long run and added that the best way to 
foil these plots is to reject the Camp David agreements in favor of the Arab 
national goals. The paper said the American designs in the region fall in line 
with the new American-Israeli military alliance, which primarily aims at 
suppressing the aspirations of the Arab people, and appealed to the Arab 

leaders to abandon their "narrow and selfish interests" which induced Washington 
to involve them in wars. 


"Whether Numayri intervenes in Libya militarily or whether a status quo is 


ittained, the winners in both cases are America and Israel and the losers 
are the Arabs," AL-KHALIJ warned, 
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